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MOTORING . COMPUTING . ACTIVITIES 


Sometimes you wonder (/this 
fight is Worthwhile. 

The precious hutments are all 
lost in the tide . They 're swept 
away and nothing is what it 
seems. A feeling of belonging 
to your dreams. 
GrcquRoxeUe.LP: Look Sharp. 
SongzUrtm to Your Heart 
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Creative Strokes j&k 

in JTV's Paint Box OWn on ft dwn Hnu; nhniit 9W*1 nnH AVJ 


By Bob.K o c her 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 

Special to The Slar 


IVIY WATCH read 10 a.m. 
when I passed the miliinry securi¬ 
ty point at die gate of Jordan Tel¬ 
evision (JTV). At this time of the 
morning, there is usually mini¬ 
mum activity in this vital estab¬ 
lishment. The only sound I hoard 
was the fooistcps of my rubber 
sport shoes on Uic empty floors as 
I walked through the empty corri¬ 
dors. Amid the relative quiet that 
envelopes Uic entire building, my 
target location, the 'Paint Box 
room", was an exception. 

Computers' vast capabilities in 
graphic production have made 
them indispensable tools in visual 
production. Specialised comput¬ 
ers like the Paint Box are now 
used in most television stations 
around the world to add class and 
professionalism to their pro¬ 
grammes. In 1986, JTV acquired 
the Paint Box, the first of iis kind 
in the Middle Bast. 

JTV's eye-catching logo is a 
good example of the creative 
works continuously coming out 
of die "Paint Box room" in the en¬ 
gineering department at JTV. As 
a computariscd graphic producing 
machine with enormous capabili¬ 
ties, the Paint Box is used to en¬ 
hance art production in ail kinds 
of visual works. 

"U was only in the last two 
years though that the directors 
and producers realised the appli¬ 
cations and capabilities of the 
Paint Box," says engineer Ra- 
shecd Naser, head of engineering 
department in JTV. "With its in¬ 
creasing usage, people became 
more familiar with it and they 
liked to sec it. more and more. 
Most of that progression came af¬ 
ter the appointment of the chair¬ 
man of the engineering depart¬ 
ment as the general manager of 
JTV." 



JORDAN TELEVISION: 


Amal Hanbali, R as sum Bay- 
rooty, and Mwither Hamarnch al¬ 
ternate working cm the Paint Box 
under the supervision of engineer 
Rashced Noser. These three artis¬ 
tically-trained individuals work 
connected shifts, tending increas¬ 
ing originality to the graphics on 
both channels of JTV. 

A British-made machine origi¬ 
nally costing JD 64,000 (now 
worth more than JD 100,000), the 
Paint Box has many applications 
outside the sphere of television. It 
can he used to Identify criminals 
based on witnesses 1 descriptions. 

"Die time when the witness 
used to sit with the police por- 
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trait-drawing artist to give him 
useless unclear descriptions has 
gone", explains Rassani Bay- 
rooty, who studied as an optician 
in Italy. "All he has to do now is 
to choose from the different pat¬ 
terns of eyes, cars, noses, mous- 
■achcs, etc., that are stored within 
the memory of Uic Paint Box, and 
then the machine constructs the 
face of the suspect." 

The Paint Box can also be used 
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to draw backgrounds to accompa¬ 
ny the news bulletins, particularly 
when there is no available film 
footage. 

"when Rasheed Karame, the 
late prime minister of Lebanon 
was assassinated... we drew an 
exploded chopper wiih a map of 
Lebanon showing the departure 
point and the point at which the 
chopper exploded, indicated with 
arrows" Bassam says. “Every¬ 
body liked our work and interna¬ 
tional news agencies used it in 
their reports. That was our first 
real work. Since then, the Paint 
Box drawings became a perma¬ 
nent feature of the news bulletins 
in JTV." 

Computerised graphic were 
also introduced in educational, 
sport, and children's pro¬ 
grammes, os well as for visual 
aide techniques and programmes' 
signature signs. 

Consisting of operating and 
central processing units, the Paint 
Box is operated through built-in 
menu-driven software. The main 
menu offers the operators many 
choices. Very delicate pictures 
can be drawn using a special pen 
and drawing panel and a wide se¬ 
lection of colours is available. 
The programme can also receive 
video pictures that the operator 
can change in any desired way. 
Cartoon animation is another op¬ 
tion. 

The new logo, which appeared 
two weeks ago, is an original de- 
sign by Royal Jordanian Public 


The Paint 
Box team: 
Amal 
Hanbali , 
Bassam 
Bay rooti and 
Munther 
Hamarneh 
(from left to 
right) 


Relations Manager Farauq Lam- 
baz. However, the process of 
bringing the logo to life was the 
result a combined effort by the 
Paint Box crew. 

"First of all, wc digitised the de¬ 
sign from the paper, that is we 
transformed the video picture into 
electrical pulses in the computer's 
memory", explains Bassam. 
"Then we divided the logo into its 
elements and tried to add a three- 
dimensional effect by giving the 
design some depth using shades. 
Then wc moved the isolated ele¬ 
ments on a drawn background us¬ 
ing the Digital Library System 
<DLS), since we don't have a full¬ 
screen animation on the Paint 
Box at the moment." 

Bassam also revealed that the 
logo will soon be accompanied by 
a new digital clock that will re¬ 
place the one that usually appears 
before the news. 

The new music accompanying 
the logo, which replaces the old 
high-pitch sounds created with a 
tune-generator," is composed by 
uie well-known musician Rawhi 
Shahcen. Munther explains that 
several composers attempted to 
create the theme music but only 
Shahcen was successful in com¬ 
posing a piece in the Jordanian 
spirit that was short, fast and 
compatible with the logo. 

"(This is) a very difficult com¬ 
bination because of the nature of 
Arabic music," says Munther. 
. creativity of the anist is lim¬ 
ned when he is faced with such 
□luicim combinations." 

"This room is meant to be the 
core of a complete futuristic divi- 
sion for art and graphic produc¬ 
tion m JTV" Bassam says. "The 
recent tight budgets restricts the 
development of this division, but 
docsn i stop a since a full-screen 
animation machine Isonits way 
a memory expansion is also 

Ei!! mcd ,. /0 1 r ’ re «arch to en¬ 
hance all the programmes in JTV 
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been looking -g 
new cars lately, * 

are planning to, *1 

you arc conftad 
you may need a 
interpreter] I ^ 
looked at sevtri 
new cars at dealer¬ 
ships lately and 1 

mmm /& m 10 ask man? 

Mm. 1% questions tout*. 

^ m stand a f w ^ 

the new options. 

First, there a 
cars wilh AWD 

2WD and 4WD. How about 2WS and 4WS? When they say 4WS 
(four-wheel steering), I think of the hook and ladder firetrucks with) 
steering wheel in the back. Then there arc SOHC, DOHC and TOHC 
engines. There also is an engine called EF1-HO. Reminds me of i 
model train. 

One salesman told me the car I was looking at had a high-oup, 
quad-4,16-valve t dual overhead cams, double-width cam chain and 
calibrated cylinder heads... engine. What was great was he said it all 
without stopping to catch his breath. 

Some cars have clearcoat finishes and some monochromatic pan 
treatments. Side mirrors are monochromatic, some have high perfor¬ 
mance from fascia treatment. One of my favourite options is (heetKr- 
gy absorbing sun visor. Another favourite of mine is a theft deictra* 
system available if you buy the compact disc player system. Mayts 
the player has a song that will scare anyone off. I give up! 

Some manufacturers offer sunroofs; some offer moon roofs. I guts 
one is for sun fun people, while the other is for people who get their 
fun from full moons. Another one that took some time for me to fig¬ 
ure out is the supplemental inflatable restraint system. What a name 
for an old bag of air. 

This next one I like because I enjoy fixing old cars. When the sales¬ 
man told me this car had self-restoring bumpers, well, Car Bob ms 
listening to his every word. 

If you are buying a new car or just looking, don't be confused. At 
every dealership someone will be happy to explain what ABS orMPl 
mean. They can make you as smart as you like about all the interest¬ 
ing new features and options. After all, buying a new car wiihoti 
some new options would be like stopping by my garage after a big 
race and not eating any of the tacos, refried beans, or raisin-filled 
cookies! 
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CD-Revolution 

FRUSTRATED WITH your computer's limited storage capad 
Forget floppies and hard disks. Compact Disks (CD) are now 
to become the storage medium of the 90s. 

Featuring stagger¬ 
ing storage capacities --—“ 

beat today's hard disk , 

developmeni^finns 

have recently solved ~ " 

earlier CD's non eras--—--- r " 

ability problems and _ . ^Mtop ***gg l 

computer ° f S y'te!m CO-Storage medium of the M’S 
like the Fujitsu FM- 

towns, the Sharp 68000, and the Amiga cb-W«W^ 
with a built in CD player as standard equipment, CD^baseq 
terns and drives from the world's leading computer 
are also in the pipeline. .... .. 1 ' ■ 

, CD. technology, besides opening the ddors 
age capabilities, has met with the recent upsurge 
applications development to create CDJ, Or. Compact ggg 
active. With so much potential for storing Wtge 
graphics and sound, what we're talking about 
oitf usual perception of interactive computer> toj 

UlinC tint nnltral.. __in_i_. 1 ._ii' 


• s v» vUMiy y w w .p—y-y—y. i 

! ™ng not entirely, unlike intaadUve teley^pni:^™; 

■Wi lt^pforward in compute 
^VerequeFten, and 
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Getting closer to can¬ 
cer centre, page 3 











































































RALLIES 


Jordan 
'Raid' 
kicks off 
today 


AMMAN (Star) — The third 
round of titc Desert Cross Coun¬ 
try Championship, known as the 
Jordan Cross Country Raid, will 
kick off today, Thursday at the 
Amman Intercontinental Hotel, 
taking 23 teams through the 
mountains, deserts, and valleys, 
and on the gravel roads of Jordan, 


SaeedAl- 
Hajlri's 
"Mean Ma¬ 
chine" 


Qatari speed aec Saecd Al Haj- 
ri and his Irish co-driver Fred 
Gallagher arc currently leading 
the championship with 26 points 
in (heir newly modified Roth¬ 
mans Ford Bronco which has 
been dubbed the "Mean Ma¬ 
chine." The desert racing car’s 
five speed manual gear box has 


BP SES3 TROPHY 
JORDAN CROSS COUNTRY RAID 

26-27 July, 1990 

Spectators are welcome at all locations along the routs of the 
event. Route maps showing where the high speed special 
stages will take place are available at the Raid office at the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel. The following locations and times 
are suggested as being suitable. 

PROLOGUE SPECIAL STAGE, THURSDAY 2«TH JULY 

Maximum spaed test to determine the starting order tor the 
afternoon section starts at exactly 1000 a.m. and can be viewed 
from the airport highway between the Madaba and Naur Inter¬ 
changes. From Amman drive towards the International Airport, at the 
sign to Kan Zaman and Bisharat Horse Club pass under the highway 
and return towards Amman for approximately one kilometre The 
track used by the rally cars is next to the highway on the right. 

START OF THE RAID, THURSDAY 2STH JULY AT 3.00 P.M. 

FINI8H OF THE FIRST PART AT 6.30 P.M. 

RESTART OF THE RAID, FRIDAY 27TH JULY AT 10.00 A.M. 

FINISH OF THE SECOND PART, FRIDAY 27TH JULY AT 6.15 P.M. 

All at the Jordan Intsr-Continental Hotel. 

^VICING OF THE COMPETING CARS AND REGROUPING, 
FRIDAY 2fTH JULY, 1.00 P.M. TO P.M. at the Alia Gateway Hotel. 

Spectator ate reminded that cars will be travelling at vary high speed on the 
special stages so please stand mil clear of the rally mute in the interests of 
your safety. 


been replaced with a three speed 
automatic gear box and a new 
braking system has been added. 

Suhail Bin Khaiisa of the Unil- 
cd Arab Emirates is following 
closely behind Al Hqjri with 25 
points. Race officials are still 
waiting to hear if former two- 
time winner of the 500-kilomctre 


Jordan Cross Country Raid, Ab¬ 
bas Mousani, will compete this 
year. 

The Jordanian phase of the 
championship is unique. It is a 
"raid” rather than a "rally". Un¬ 
like the specified course of a ral¬ 
ly, raid competitors are free to 
chose their own route provided 
that they begin at the specified 
starting point, pass through the 
nine checkpoints in the proper 
directions and cross the finish 
fine. This race has nine special 
stages with the longest being 
74.22 kilometres al Mudeisisad. 

The Desert Cross Country 
Championship has_ taken the 
teams from Jordan, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE 
across Dubai and Oman and will 
move on to Kuwait in September 
and Qatar in October, 


A 1984 Qatarl-llcensed BMW 7351 
Manual TRNS, excellet conditions , full 
options (27) dark green colour 
Price negotiable, for review or more In¬ 
formation, Call 671007, between « 
7 a.m. — 12-noon. ;• 

V . 


Middle East Business Associates 
(MEBA) is a business consulting 
organization with international 
expertise. 

Cliente include C. Itoh, Jordan National 

&, in i Lines ’ the MiddIe East Times, 
J” lddl ® East Market Research Institute, 
the Abdul Hanud Shoman Foundation, 
A ^ e 1 ac * ^ ea Bath Salts, Aramex, Ox- 
ford Anaiytica, Salim and Samir Farkouh 
Co, Nuqul Bros Co Ltd, the Private Ser- 

Z eS ^° evel J °?, ment Project and Dajani, 
Alaeddin and Co, among many others. 

r or more information on how MEBA 

c “ n he ]P y°u in Jordan and abroad 

a?621540 ad Kh ° Uri ° r Ha,a Aghab,? 


for disengagkm; 
from MltSutilshi: 
AMMAN (Star)-Qatarifolk 

driver Abbas Al MausawihS 
resignation from a* 
Mitsubishi Rally An MiJ 
East team was stemmed by fc 
team's inefficiem management 
In a signed statement whid 
was made available to The Sta 
on Tuesday, Mr Mausawi aid 
that the "technical and manori¬ 
al mistakes" that the team's m* 
agement made at the begin™ 
of ihc Desert Challenge (fim. 
onship made him "afraid for£ 
name and reputation." 

"I don't want to loose the raw- 
ration which look me 11 yean to 
build because of the mistakes of 
others," Mausawi said. 


• The Joint Higher Jordanl- 
an-Iraqi Committee will bold 
its next meeting in the Iraqi 
capital towards the end of Au¬ 
gust. 

Co-operation in the field of 
energy and means of Increas¬ 
ing die trade volume between 
Jordan and Iraq will be li» 
main issues on the agenda of 
the meeting. 

• Five ambassadors will be 
among the Foreign Ministry's 
personnel who will soon retire, 
Foreign Ministry sources have 
said. 

• The Prime Ministry will in 
the coming few weeks issue 
new regulations concerning 
the exemption of Jordanian 
citizens residing outside 
country from the obligalwy 
two-year military service,Jj 
they pay an amount of* 10 ® 
in hard currency to the Tnis- 
ry. 

Sources dose to the PriJ ! 
Ministry have said that Jo™*' 
nian citizens could P 1,00 ® 8 ,” 
exemption procedures at Jo*’ 
danian embassies abroad, adj 


: 1 ’. 


reached the drafting age wj 
apply for exemption from w 
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Around 3000 cancer cases registered annually 

Funding problems plague plans to 


build treatment centre 


By A Star Staff Writer 

DESPITE THE fact that an esti¬ 
mated 3000 Jordanians fall vic¬ 
tims to cancer every year (one in 
every thousand), comprehensive 
cancer treatment facilities are 
virtually non-existent in the 
country. Particular types of treat¬ 
ment are available at certain hos¬ 
pitals, but the need for a special¬ 
ised treatment unit and a cancer 
registry that keeps accurate sta¬ 
tistics of cancer patients is be¬ 
coming more urgently felt. 

"There is no cancer registry in 
Jordan and this is desperately 
needed for an overall compre¬ 
hensive cancer care system. It 
has nol been established for fi¬ 
nancial reasons," explains Dr 
Hani G. Jumean, chairman of the 
department of medicine and 
chief of the oncology and hema¬ 
tology unit at King Hussein 
Medical Centre (KHMC). 

"Our statistics show that there 
are between 2500 to 3500 new 
cancer cases per year in Jordan, 
but these statistics are questiona¬ 
ble. A patient will get treatment 
atone hospital and be counted as 
a new case and then the same pa¬ 
tient will go to another hospital 
for a different treatment and be 
counted as a new case there as 
well," he says. 

With these problems in mind. 
Dr Abdallah Al-Khatib, director 
of the General Union of Volun¬ 
tary Societies (GUVS), is over¬ 
seeing the creation of the Al- 
Amal Cancer Center which will 
serve as a registry, bring treat¬ 
ment and diagnostic equipment 
io one location and provide op¬ 
portunities for training and re¬ 
search. 

The GUVS is working with 
the University of Jordan to es¬ 
tablish the centre as part of the 
University's medical school cam¬ 
pus. The agreement to work to¬ 
gether will enable professors to 
conduct research and help pro¬ 
vide the poor and needy with 
free access to treatment (through 
referrals from the university hos¬ 
pital). 
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A road sign pointing to the future location of Al Amal Cancer 
treatment centre 


However, funding problems 
have plagued the center since its 
conception. So far JD 1.4 mil¬ 
lion have been collected from 
Jordanian citizens in "Knock on 
the Door” campaigns. A Jorda¬ 
nian who lost a son to cancer has 
also agreed to finance an entire 
floor. However, an additional 
JD one million are still needed 
to complete the construction of 
phase one. 

"The minute we started this 
project we were determined to 
finish, but we knew there would 
be problems financially," the 
doctor says. 


has scheduled an 


other door-to-door fund-raising 
campaign for laic September. 
With the help of the Ministry of 
Education, 10000 student volun¬ 
teers will knock on Jordanians’ 
doors and ask for donations to 
help finance the first phase of 
the project. 

"Cancer medicine is expen 
sive, so it's hard to provide ex 
ccllent First class treatment with 
out the proper funding," Dr 
Jumean emphasised. '.People 
have to be motivated in give do¬ 
nations. In the United States, 
even if a family loses someone 
cancer they still donate money 
research. It's rare that you see 
that here in Jordan," he says 


Yousef Frcihut, a nurse in die 
oncology department of KHMC 
explains that nurses arc afraid to 
specialise in the area because of 
the toxicity hazards from the 
drugs used in chemotherapy. 
The oncology nurses at KHMC 
are potentially al risk for sterility 
and even cancer because their 
chemotherapy unit docs nol have 
a proper ventilation system io 
pull these toxins out of the- air. 
But they continue to work any¬ 
way. 

"We arc happy with our work, 


but not our facilities," explains 
Yousef. "People ask us why we 
want to work with cancer pa¬ 
tients and I tell them if we don't, 
who is going to work with 
them." 

Dr Jumean also notes that 
though Jordan has a surplus of 
doctors, unemployment prob¬ 
lems were drawing them away 
from the country. With the on¬ 
cology field already finding it 
difficult to attract specialists be¬ 
cause of the negative social atti¬ 
tudes about cancer, (his emigra¬ 
tion is especially disconcerting. 

"The Arab Gulf states arc at¬ 
tracting our highly qualified doc¬ 
tors. Unless som thing is done to 
improve die economic position 
of doctors in this country, wc ore 
going to lose a great number of 
these highly qualified people," 
stresses Dr Jumean who is leuv- 
ing Jordan in three weeks to 
work in the United States for one 
year. 

Despite the discouraging out¬ 
look, Dr Jumean and his col¬ 
league Dr Khnlicf Omari agree 
that there is a definite need to 
expand cancer treatment facili¬ 
ties in Jordan. 

Dr Omari explains that KHMC 
holds out patient clinics for can¬ 
cer care two days a week. Dur¬ 
ing those two days, the five on¬ 
cology specialists sec an average 


of40-60 patients on each day, in 
addition to the patients staying at 
the hospital. 

"Wc cannot cope with this. 
Wc have to work harder now to 
keep up the standards that wc i 
had in 1984 when we saw much 
less patients," notes Dr Omari. : 
"Wc still give good service and i 
everything is updated, but we arc 
lacki ng a supporting facility." 

Ideally, Jordan's cancer treat¬ 
ment facilities should be in¬ 
creased in number and spread . 
throughout Jordan, opined Dr 
Jumean. There is currently only ' 
one radiation unit to serve the 
entire country while "there ; 
should be one machine Tor every : 
million people." 

He said that the target is to 
have treatment facilities in the 
north and south so that cancer 
patients will not have the added 
expense of travelling u» Amman. 
The doctor also believes another 
facility in Amman is needed. 

With the help of Dr Al-Khatib, 
(he GUVS, and student volun¬ 
teers, the Al-Amal Cancer Cen¬ 
ter may just lake care of that 
need. His Majesty King Hussein 
is scheduled to lay the come- 
stone for the building in August, 
but only with public support and 
donations can the centre's com- 
cretc skeleton become n produc¬ 
tive facility. 


"...statistics show that there are between 2500 to 
3500 new cancer cases per year in Jordan, but these 
statistics are questionable. A patient will get treat¬ 
ment at one hospital and be counted as a new case and 
then the same patient will go to another hospital for a 
different treatment and be counted as a new case there 
as well...." 

Construction of the 10,000 Dr Jumean 
square metre facility began in generosity to 
October 1989. The facility will of caneer-ajugma;» 
consist of a seven-storey hospital thatta“W 25L- „ a JJ. 
and a separate radiotherapy unit bents keep their sic . 

made up of four idenlicaJrooms. “etlhatevraUieir cteMt rela 

Phase one of the project, which tow would ro t faiow atom- . 
includes the first fom floors of ^m 

toe hospital and two radiothera- 50 per cent of al . , . 

Py treatment rooms, is scheduled curable 

P he operational by the.end of ”"P rov ‘"?; 

The rest of the facility aware of the need to refe canca 

wm hopefully be completed by, 

> total cost for constructioh was * 

alone is expected to reach : an oncology unitinJordan 

r 2 "rifflon, while additional 

rands for training the staff and __.. 

equipping the; braiding are £ 

needed. The radiotherapy unit 
alone tviU can$ 6 million; — 

: m We hope that friendly govern*! 

: [jrants and socnefinanciallnstitu- 
! 2? ww help equip the center/. 

^plains Or Al-IGiatlb, ., •-: 
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sises that cancer care will, be # 
St to upgrade and may,, even 
■ siide ftown^ wilh jhe .current 
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ENJOY A LITTLE 
LUXURY EVERY DAY 

Cussons Imperial Leather Soap, 

■ tradionfllly made English Soap. 
Superior quality soap 
that refreshes day after day. 

































Farmers protest water rationing programme 

Jordan Valley agriculture could be 


By a Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN VALLEY fanners 
have been reaping the benefits of 
a devalued dinar by exporting 
cucumbers, tomatoes, green pep¬ 
pers and fruits to faraway mar¬ 
kets in Europe and the Gulf. 
Long gone arc die days when die 
government had to intervene by 
determining who plants what in 
order to save formers from over¬ 
producing certain items or stock¬ 
piling unmarketable tomatoes, 
for .example. In (he view of 
many investors, agriculture is 
the best export oriented business 
in Jordon today. But the picture 
is not all. rosy, according to the 
representative of Jordan Valley's 
more than 6000 fanners. Agri¬ 
culture needs water and water 
scarcity is becoming a way of 
life for Jordanians, a reality with 
which dicy have to live and cope 
during the present decade. 

The water issue is now topping 
the list of priorities of both fann¬ 
ers and die Jordan Valley Au¬ 
thority (JVA). The Jordan Val¬ 
ley Farmers Association (JVFA) 
President Eng. Talal Ghezawi, is 
worried that the water issue is 
not being handled properly by 
both JVA and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. He warns that while 
1200 small farmers at the Jordan 
Valley have already incurred los¬ 
es by skipping summer farming 
due to water scarcity this season, 
big farmers, especially owners of 
banana and fruit plantations, 
may be next in turn. If Ghc- 
zawi’s worsL nightmare is al¬ 
lowed to come true die econom¬ 
ic and financial setbacks on 
Jordan will be tremendous. 

■ JVFA, which was established 
in 1979, warns that unless the 
water issue becomes the main 
preoccupation of the Minister of 
Agriculture and JVA's Secretary 
General, Jordan Valley fanners 
will have to prepare for the 
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King Abdallah Canal: Life artery to JordanValley farmers 


worst. Wont in Mr Ghezawi's 
view arc q number of problems 
foremost among them is the fail¬ 
ure to provide essential irrigation 
water to citrus and banana trees 
during (he dry and hot summer 
months. 

"We arc already receiving 20 
per cent less than what is needed 
lo irrigate these trees," lie says. 
"Our plantations can probably 
withstand such a decrease for a 
year, maybe two. But if this 
shortage continues (lien these 
trees will definitely suffer." 

The problem of small summer 
farmers is not the main issue, ac¬ 
cording to JVFA. The real prob¬ 
lem, Mr Ghezawi says, is the al¬ 
titude of both JVA and the 
Ministry of Agriculture. "There 
simply isn't enough research or 
planning Tor the future aL any 
level. Take ihe ease of the High¬ 
er Agricultural Council for ex¬ 
ample. Until now the council did 
not even confront the water issue 
in the Jordan Valley," says Ghe¬ 
zawi. 

Headed by the Minister of Ag¬ 
riculture and comprising repre¬ 


sentatives from various official, 
public and private sectors, the 
council's main objective is to de¬ 
velop agriculture, propose solu¬ 
tions lo Us problems and pul for¬ 
ward agricultural policies in the 
context of present circumstanc¬ 
es. Mr Ghezawi accuses officials 
of waiting until the problem oc¬ 
curs before they begin work and 
debating on the best way to con¬ 
front it. "We know for sure that 
there is a critical shortage in wa¬ 
ter in Jordan. We understand this 
problem, but we need to act 
swifdy to prevent it from damag¬ 
ing a very important industry in 
Jordan," says Ghezawi. For ex¬ 
ample, he says that farmers pre¬ 
pare their nurseries for the win¬ 
ter season in September and 
early October. 'These nurseries 
need plenty of water. JVA's cur¬ 
rent water distribution pro¬ 
gramme will not work for the 
nurseries," says Ghezawi who 
owns seven plots of land (each 
plot is between 30 to 40 du¬ 
nums) in the Jordan Valley. 

Jordan Valley farmers are wor¬ 
ried that their share of the water 


Mr Ghezawi 

of King Abdallah Canal, previ¬ 
ously called East Ghor Canal, is 
being overpumped to Amman 
for drinking. JVA's Secretary 
General Dr Abdul Aziz Wishah 
denies this (See story) and says 
water 1s pumped to Amman only 
for a few months. The farmers 
are worried that the flow of wa¬ 
ter in the Yarmouk River, Jor¬ 
dan's most important water re¬ 
source, is becoming critically 
low. Mr Ghezawi estimates that 
the current flow has been re¬ 
duced from 2.4 metres per sec¬ 
ond to 2 metres per second. Add¬ 
ed to this is the fact that 
practically not all of Jordan's 
main dams were filled to total 
capacity last winter and those 
which were filled to near capaci¬ 
ty, like Wadi A1 Arab and Sha- 
rhabil dams, are being used to 
water urban centres. 

JVA's water distribution pro¬ 
gramme was put into effect in 
April. Many farmers see their 
quota as too low or barely 
enough to satisfy their needs. 
Farmers have suggested that 
JVA and the Water Authority 
find other sources of water to 
feed Amman and other urban 
centres. They point to mud flats 
and valleys in the east and south, 
like Wadi Husban. 


at stake 

"It is ridiculous to spend all 
that money to pump water from 
a point 300 metres below sea 
level to another 900 metres 
above sea level," says Ghezawi. 
He was referring to the Dcir Alla 
project whose purpose is to 
pump water from the King Ab¬ 
dallah Canal to Amman. 

Now JVFA is calling upon 
JVA, which Mr Ghezawi de¬ 
scribes as a government within a 
government, to take immediate 
measures to maintain the main 
canal and its tributaries, com¬ 
plete its project of replacing 
open canals with pipelines, en¬ 
courage farmers to use modem 
irrigation techniques like sprink¬ 
lers and drip irrigation, impose a 
proportional biiliifg policy on 
water consumption and intro¬ 
duce new methods of farming as 
well as using better seeds and 
plants in the Valley. 

In addition to this Mr Ghezawi 
calls upon the government to 
give soft loans to small farmers 
"in order to keep them in busi¬ 
ness." He says from his experi¬ 
ence he knows that small fann¬ 
ers tend to honour their debts 
more than big landowners. 

"In addition the government 
must move forward by finding 
ways to execute official agricul¬ 
tural policies. It is not useful to 
us to make resolutions which are 
not carried out." 

To help the government do 
this Mr Ghezauri suggests that 
the private sector be given addi¬ 
tional representation on the 
Higher Agricultural Council. 
"This is the best way to avoid 
the current confusion in agricul¬ 
tural policy." He accuses JVA of 
suffering from bureaucratic ail¬ 
ments and unnecessary compli¬ 
cations. "The (JVA) seems to 
forget that their main job is to 
develop the canal (King Abdal¬ 
lah Canal), but we will give the 
new secretary general acnancc. 


JVA to launch canal rehabilitation project 
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By a Star Staff Writer 

WATER IS a very serious busi¬ 
ness for Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) newly-appointed Secre¬ 
tory General Dr Abdul Aziz Wi¬ 
shah. He says that (ho authority's 
main concern for the past few 
months has been the exe¬ 
cution of a very strict water ra¬ 
tioning programme to Jordan 
Valley farmers. With an annual 
deficit in the flow of Yarmouk 
River waters. King Abdallah Ca¬ 
nal's main source of irrigation 
water, of an average of 50 mil¬ 
lion cubic metres in the past 
three years, JVA had no alterna¬ 
tive but to reduce the normal 
consumption of irrigation water 
especially during the summer 
months. 

Because of the drought which 
has been affecting the country 
for the last three years, dams 
built on the eastern valleys have 
not helped meet JVA's annua! 
water demands. "Our main con¬ 
cern is to preserve permanent 
plantations like banana,'citrus, 
grapes and other kind of trees," 
i says Dr Wishah. 

To'do this, four main mensures 
have been adopted by JVA. 
"First we stopped water pumping 
from the canal to Amman 
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(through Dcir Alla), second, we 
banned summer farming in the 
valley, third, we terminated irri¬ 
gation by night to maintain an 
acceptable level of water in the 
canal and its tributaries so that 
we can pump water to all those 
who need it as part of (he water 
distribution programme and 
fourth we applied a water ration¬ 
ing system by sectors," says Dr 
Wishah. 

Now water is pumped to farm¬ 
ers three days a week from seven 
in the morning lo three in the af¬ 
ternoon. The rationing pro¬ 
gramme has been studied care¬ 
fully In accordance with water 
levels in dams and from the Yar¬ 
mouk River. 

And according to Dr Wishah, 
the programme is successful. 

Not so, say the farmers (see re¬ 
lated story). In addition to hurt¬ 
ing summer farmers, there is fear 
(hat permanent plantations may 
be a (tee ted by water shortages. 

JVA charges that despite iis 
ban on summer farming, "many 
farmers hod gone ahead and 
planted large areas' with 
"muhikhia' (a leafy plant) which 
needs plenty or water." But. Dr 
Wishah refutes allegations that 
groves and citrus trees will be af¬ 
fected with the water rationing 
programme. 


m 


rm 


Dr Wishah 

"I personally had visited such 
plantations and was satisfied 
widi what I had seen," he says. 

Still, JVA is not contented 
with rationing water as a final 
measure. According to Dr Wi¬ 
shah, work is continuing on a 
project to divert irrigation meth¬ 
ods from open aqueducts to 
pipelines along the U0- 
kilomctre long canal. But, he 
says, pumping water lo Amman 

during 1110 early months of the 

year is unlikely to stop until new 
water resources are found. 

This possibility sounds remote. 
Jordans water future now lies in 
the completion of work on Al 
WihdaDam og Yarinpuk River; 


which has now stopped because 
of lack of funds. Meanwhile, the 
Water Authority will continue to 
•depend on canal water to feed 
urban centres, mainly Amman, 
while hoping that new and cheap 
technology will allow it to desal¬ 
inate brackish underground wa¬ 
ter between Zerqa and Husban 
springs. 

m0 ? important project for 
however, is the 
Vehabihtation" of the King Ab- 
dallah Canal, whose tender doc¬ 
uments are expected to be ready 
before the end of this year. Esti¬ 
mated coa of this project will 
range from $10 to 15 mfllion and 
it ■ hoped that work could begin 
as early as .the beginning of next 
year. 

A study by two European con¬ 
sultancy firms is currently being 
earned out on the rehabilitation 
and upgrading of the canal. Fi- 
'nanccd jointly by the Jordanian 
government and the European 
Community (HQ, the study Sms 
: location and 

types of rehabilitatidn work on 
tee canal, preparing lender doe* 
a hydratiUo 
KS canal, refurbishing 
°f check stniphires and gated 
waterways and providing an eco- 
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Dr Wishah says the project* 
which will probably require for¬ 
eign funding, will secure the fu¬ 
ture of farming in the Jordan 
Valley. "One of the most impo^ 
tant aspects of the projects to 
hydraulic model of the canal, he 
says. The model will seek to de¬ 
termine how water levels at eacn 
turnout in the canal can be main¬ 
tained above a fixed minimum 
level to ensure a constant suppty 
of water and also to prevent tne 
overtopping of canal banks. Tnis 
will help JVA determine its tu- 
ture water distribution pro¬ 
grammes in relation to avaiiawe 
water levels in the canaL 
The study is also looking »» 
the effects of A1 Wihda Dam on 
water supply in the canal. Unw 
die dam is built and water Shar" 
ing rights are agreed «P£J 
among countries bQTderingJ^ 
Yarmouk River, JVA and 
sands of farmers will have, to set- 
tle for the little water they, 
from rain, an, exhausted 
ittouk River and dams akmgjjjr- 
danian valleys. If drpugM c° ' 
Unties and no additional 
resources are pot to ure<tp.refjj 
urban centres like' ^ 

• Irbid, the water 

. ue to haunt both' faring i™, 
jVa officials: 

: ;i ;26jji[hys^9o 


Iraqi artists splash out frustration on canvas 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

THE JORDAN Plastic Aits As¬ 
sociation is currently displaying 
43 works by 10 Iraqi artists at its 
gallery. In this show, a variety of 
mediums have been utilised in 
portraying themes concerning 
human anatomy and expressive 
visages. 

Violent and illustrative colours 
prevail in all of the paintings. 
Artist Qasem Al-Sibti, responsi¬ 
ble for choosing and bringing 
the works from Iraq, relates the 
fiery colours as an aftermath of 
the Iraq/Iran War. Artists felt an 
imperative need to make up for 
the time spent serving in the war 
by splashing out their frustra¬ 
tions on canvas. 

"During the war, Iraqi art in 
general did not express the pre¬ 
vailing mood, for the govern¬ 
ment managed to distance the 
ghost of war from Baghdad (the 
capital of an and culture in 
Iraq)," says Al-Sibti. "The Sad- 
am Art Centre, the most signifi¬ 
cant art institute in Baghdad, 
was established at the time." 

Al-Sibti's abstracts are done in 
a technique involving bright 
sprays of oranges, yellows and 
reds with some patches made 
darker than the surrounding 
space. The paper used is not 
suitable for paint since its sur¬ 
face does not absorb liquid. So, 
the fast drying acrylic forms, 
multi-shaped and minute, dot 
across the paper. 

Like most artists, Al-Sibti docs 
not reveal his materials by name. 
He explains that another sub¬ 
stance is sponged and brushed 
onto the paint causing it to ad- 



n Martyrdom n by Hisham Hanon 


here to the paper. The resulting 
reaction creates darker areas 
used by the artist as points of fo¬ 
cus. 

This style is evident in all of 
his acrylic work depicting Iraqi 
farmers against rural settings. 
The toughened faces, the broad 
foreheads, the high cheek-bones, 
all hint at the origins of these 
people. This artist is fascinated 
with dramatic faces and at the 
beginning of his academic career 
he spent hours siuing at coffee 
houses sketching people there. 

Later, he turned to the more 


traditional and classical desert 
landscapes dominated by gallop¬ 
ing Arabian horses, including 
one which is exhibited at the 
gallery. The man who greatly in¬ 
fluenced him in this genre of 
painting was his teacher, die in¬ 
ternationally-known Iraqi artist 
Faik Hassan. Bui now Al-Sibti 
has developed his own style 
with his self-expressive acrylic 
renderings. 

The extent which Al-Sibii was 
affected by the war can be seen 
in his earlier works. His two oil 
paintings reflect u troubled and 


Nabataean pottery 
comes to life in Jerash 


By a Star Staff Writer 

IN A quiet comer of the ancient 
city of Jerash, secluded from the 
crowds and commotion of the 
city's cultural festival, an experi¬ 
ment is being carried out to 
bring the craft of the Nabataean 
potters of Petra back to life. 

The experiment in question in¬ 
volves the construction of a 
model of an ancient pottery kiln, 
based on the plan of a kiln fouhd 
at Zurrabah — a "suburb" of Pe¬ 
tra — in 1980. The team in¬ 
volved in the experiment are an 
archaeologist from the Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities, Dr Khairieh 
Amr, and Janies Mason, a ce¬ 
ramics teacher from Yarmouk 
University. This experiment Is a 
stage in their practical study of 
fine Nabataean pottery manufac¬ 
turing techniques, in which they 
are attempting to re-create the 
famous "egg-shell" ware pro¬ 
duced by the Zurrabah potters al¬ 
most two thousand years ago,. 

The co-workers have already 
achieved some success in repro¬ 
ducing the ancient pottery u^ig 
<% from Wadi Musa. The re* 
were very thin bowls pos^ 
scss frg a metallic "ring an^rtd 
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colour that were characteristic of 
the originals, indicating that the 
clay they used may have been 
the some raw material utilised by 
the Nabataean potters. 

For several months now, die 
building of the reconstructed in¬ 
terpretation of the Zurrabah kiln 
has been underway at Jerash. Al¬ 
though archaeological excava¬ 
tions directed by Dr Fawzi Zaya- 
dine of the Department of 
Antiquities show that the origi¬ 
nal kiln had been cleared during 
the late Byzantine period to be 
used for storage, thus removing 
important sections of its original 
design, and the "roof' and parts 
of the walls had since collapsed, 
enough remains to show that u 
was an early type of a simple up- 
■ draught kiln where fuel would 
have been lit underneath a floor 
onto: which the pottery was 
stacked, flue gaseis would have 

passed through the pottery cham¬ 
ber then out at the top rtf the 
‘ kiln. Similar types of tains arc 
still used for pottery making m 
. Jordan.today, which ?erved as 
case studies aid helped archaeol¬ 
ogists fill in the missing gaps^n 
V their- reconstruction work at Je* 

rash.; / Vf 

; K.r 


The reconstructed kiln was 
built to a third of the original 
size, which had an internal di¬ 
ameter of over 3 metres. Bricks 
for the building were hand-made 
using combinations of clays 
found at a road cut in the village 
of Sakeb, between Jerash and 
Ajlun. The clays there are a nui¬ 
sance to road users as the area 
tends to be slippery after heavy 
rains, but they proved to be a 
blessing to the team as they are 
highly refractory and able to 
withstand high temperatures. 

The structure was ready for its 
first firing during the Eid Al 
Adha holiday, after much hard 
work and great help from people 
usually dealing with more mon¬ 
umental architecture at Jerash. 
This initial firing was for drying 
the kiln out, firing the bricks and 
understanding how the design 
worked. The team explained that 
the relationships between the 
proportions of the different parts 
of the kiln, fuel type and weath¬ 
er conditions are vital if the kiln 
is to be efficient. It is thought 
1 that Nabataean popery would 
have bedn fired roughly in Ihe 
■ region of 9^0 degrees centigrade 
over something fikp a six orsev- 


anxious spirit. They arc a tre¬ 
mendous contrast lo the eight 
acrylics. Unlike the previous 
fauvist colours, here sombre 
greys and shades of black arc ap¬ 
plied. 

In "Man in a Wadi" a group of 
men arc painted in very muted 
colours and then outlined in 
orange and mauve lines. There 
are two points of focus here. One 
is the gun heavily highlighted in 
the foreground, and the other is 
the patch of light rising above 
the harsh black mountains sur¬ 
rounding the men. Hope Is sym¬ 
bolically represented through the 
illumination in the backdrop. 
This play of light devises the 
positive and negative dimen¬ 
sions and simultaneously ena¬ 
bles the artist to move objects 
back and forth. A final coating 
of heavy varnish on the work 
completes the bleak and morbid 
atmosphere. 

Sadiq Kawisli, like Al-Sibti, 
employs lustrous hues for his 
small rectangular prints. Like 
most of die exhibited works, 
these pieces are abstract. These 
paintings can be observed and 
analysed in many ways. At one 
time they seem to be landscapes 
and at another moving objects, 
but in each reproduction stark 
black and orange stand out. 

The only non-abstract painting 
in the show is Hisham Hanon's 
eighteenth-century interpretation 
of one of Michelangelo's roman¬ 
tic scenes. The classical moon 
reflected off a stream and die 
bluish hues emitting a serene at¬ 
mosphere characterise a roman¬ 
tic atmosphere. However, this 
work seemed misplaced in this 
show both in icons of style and 


ihcmc-. 

Iman Abdallah was the only 
woman to participate, in this 
group presentation. Her abstract 
consists of bright oranges and 
seemingly haphazard circular 
lines. Seen from a distance these 
lines become parts of arms and 
tegs which give way lo human 
figures in motion. 

Karim Saifo depicts the human 
anatomy using a cubist tech¬ 
nique. Faces ore made up of twe 
eyes yet because they rcfleci 
traces of cubism a face become! 
two and even three. Cubism i; 
not strictly followed though 
since the lines arc not sharp anc 
definite; rather, they lean more 
on curvature. These faces seen 
agitated and the overall mood k 
disturbing. 

A neighbouring painting by the 
same artist seems to hint at th« 
reasons for such impressions: : 
greenish female body is tom vio 
lcntly in half revealing protrud 
ing veins and arteries. In the low 
cr half of die body lies a figun 
with its mouth bound in whil< 
material wrapped around its heui 
several times — only the eye 
cun be seen. On asking abou 
Snifo's background, I found ou 
that he had lived in France fo 
some years and had a lot of cliffT 
cullies readjusting lo his owi 
culture when he went bad 
home. 

The works exhibited at the Joi 
dan Plastic Arts Association Gal 
lery carry such a powerful ovci 
flow of feeling that one leave 
die hull with a mixture of sad 
ness and a sense of having live 
through some of these artists' ex 

? crienccs. The show nins uni 
8 July. 



Checking the flames of the initial firing 


en hour period. The initial ex¬ 
perimental firing reached a tem¬ 
perature of 850 degrees centi¬ 
grade over a six hour period, 
using a mixture of dead fig and 
walnut wood collected from the 
antiquities area of Jerash. It is 
highly unlikely that the Nabatae¬ 
an potters used these expensive 
woods for fuel, potters are 
known to be shrewd in their 
choice of materials. 

Modem poitera use saw dust, 
old car battery shells and used 
car engine oU for fuel. More 
likely fuels available to the Zur¬ 
rabah potters would have been 
various shrubs local to the Petra 
area, agricultural — such as 
olive and date palm —• waste, 
and different types of .dung, 
piles of which had been collect¬ 
ed at the experimental kiln site 
ready for use when the ktln is 


actually loaded with pottery. ■ 
Apart from the obvious aca 
demic reasons for canning ou 
this project, both James aw. 
Khairieh hope that their researol; 
may find its application Lhrougij 
helping to re-introduce & fine 
forgotten tradition of pottefj 
making to Petra, Jordan's mo^ 
acclaimed ancient city; thus en¬ 
hancing the local crafts and or 
fering an alternative source of. 
income to the people... , 
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Italy's invisible work force 


By Biswajit Choudhury 

Special to The Slar 

"YOU CANT go on like Oils." 
announce the notices in Trastc- 
vere (translation — "across the 
Tiber"), a quarter of Rome that 
keeps up the air of a medieval 
hamlet and a dialect more pro¬ 
nounced than that spoken on the 
other bank of the river. The face, 
which is half blanked out on the 
posters, is the likeness of a 
North African. The print below 
exhorts oil illegal immigrants in 
Italy to declare themselves to the 
aulnoritics and claim a renewa¬ 
ble two-year permit to stay. 

The government has offered an 
amnesty as Italy faces up to the 
fact that there could be up to one 
million illegal immigrants on its 
soil. 

North Africans, mainly from 
Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, 
are predominant among the im¬ 
migrants. But die notice also ap¬ 
plies to groups os diverse as 
Ethiopians, Filipinos, Tamils 
and Bangladeshis, the latter no¬ 
ticeable when they dart out to 
wash windscreens at traffic 
lights ailing cite liber. They 
jump nimbly as the cars move 
off, back to the bank of the river 
tliat has nurtured the eternal city. 

That quick movement away is 
perhaps the illegal immigrant's 
against the most visible presence 
of authority — the police, nor¬ 
mally seen ns an enemy to be 
avoided: having the power to 
confiscate papers, deport or im¬ 
prison. 

The government hopes to 
tempt immigrants to legalise 
their status by an offer of medi¬ 
cal care and free schooling. Un¬ 
der the new law immigrants 
from outside the European Com¬ 
munity (EC) who can prove dun 
they arrived in Italy before the 
end of 1989 can obtain this stat¬ 
us. 

The idea, according to Claudio 
Manelli, the socialist deputy 
prime minister and the inspira¬ 
tion behind the new policy, is to 
"regulate the flux.” Along with 
assuring immigrants' rights, like 


New legislation in Italy aims to persuade illegal immigrants toregister 
their presence — tempting them with offers of medical careairt free 
schooling. It is thought that up to a million people, particuiariyNorth 
Africans from Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, are at present evad g 

the authorities. 


the one allowing .if j? 

equal treatment i!;U 

of Italian and ■ 

non-EEC work- 1 

ers, he intends 
to impose entry j [i 5 -. 

visas for coun- V . !•/• 

tries that send j;l; 

the most immi- : : "'.V-iV 

grants to Italy. ^ p- 

But the govern- 
ment is reluctant ' 

to impose quo- j- r V; jf?- 
las unilaterally .'■ ■ ■ m "m 
for fear of spoil- : g 
iiijg relations 'a 

with North Afri- | J 

can neighbours. JT f™" 

Instead n hopes /* J ' 

to agree on quo- s \ 
las with these 1 

countries. 

Traditional ly, 

Italy has been a 

country of emi- *• " . . 

gration, of Uiosc who soughL a 
future in Kite New World. Even 
during the 70s emigration flows 
numbered around 100,000 annu¬ 
ally. But with the "economic 
miracle" beyond doubt, a steady 
growUi of three to four per cent 
in GDP through die last three 
years, and the shops full every¬ 
where, people arc flowing in the 
other direction. 

In addition to the growing 
stock of clandestine immigrants 
that some estimates put ai 
around a million, there are 
500,000 foreigners legally 

E resent in Italy. This population 
as more than doubled in the 
last decade. 

For many immigrants from the 
poorer countries around the 
Mediterranean, Italy is a natural 
bridge to Europe — and even 
beyond, across the Atlantic. A 
typical example is Dorai, a Tam¬ 
il Sri Lankan who has been in 
Rome for a month and works as 












a waiter. He speaks no Italian, 
only a little English and wants 
eventually to work in Canada. 
He left his war-ravaged home¬ 
town for Italy because it was one 
of the easier places for which to 
obtain a visa. 

In fact entry rules to the coun¬ 
try arc still relatively relaxed. 
For instance, short slay visitors 
from Turkey and North Africa 
pc admitted widiouL visas. Once 
inside the Italian peninsula, im¬ 
migrants can look forward to the 


cates, a pervasive 
WwSPtf feature in Italy, 
readily import il- 
legal labour, and 
these immigrants 
end up working 
as farm iabouers, 
tmMm domestic ser- 
immf vants, waiters or 
jgjpp;l;|| street hawkcis 
and sometimes in 

A iarge influx 
of immigrants 
and a visible 
presence on the 
streets have 
fuelled occasion- 
81 outbursts of vi- 
olence. In Flor- 

e " ce ; whcro 
shopkeepers 

nSlPffiS -' 1 wcrc uneasy 

aboul cou'pcu- 

^ tion from African 
street hawkers, a gang attacked 
three North Africans with chains. 
Later the Socialist mayor of the 
town used police to clear immi¬ 
grant street hawkers from city 
squares and subsequently re¬ 
signed after Communist allies in 
the community criticised his han¬ 
dling of the racial tension. 

In another incident four immi¬ 
grants went shot dead, reportedly 
by members of a local drugs ma¬ 
fia in Naples, the heartland of the 
Camorra, in a city that combines 


scrapping of border checks with- both incredible beauty and squal- 


in the Community planned after 
1992, which will make move¬ 
ments much easier. 

Italy's 2000 kilometre coast¬ 
line is itself unpatrol table as far 
as totally securing it against 
clandestine entries, though Clau¬ 
dio Manelli has recently an¬ 
nounced the use of naval patrols 
to prevent vessels from attempt¬ 
ing to land illegal immigrants. 

Police say that criminal syndi- 


or and where riots broke out re¬ 
cently in places that had gone for 
weeks without water. 

Italians are known for their tra¬ 
dition of relative tolerance. Ex¬ 
pressions of racism have not 
gone much beyond occasional 
posters like the ones placed on 
the walls of Bologna university 
by a tiny group of neo-fascists 
which demanded "Cannibals. 
Bedouins and Rabbis — out of 


Italy. "However, as a professor 
there cautioned, "Recent trends 
deny the facile theory of self- 
praise according to which Ital¬ 
ians arc a 'good people' immune 
to racist and xenophobic tenden¬ 
cies as well as the opposite cai- 
aslrophic vision of a closed soci¬ 
ety and discriminatory culture 
already rich in the seeds of ra¬ 
cism." 

What the new law at least im¬ 
plies is the need for quick action, 
not least for social assistance to 
immigrants. Giorgio La Malfa, 
leader of the liny Republican 
Party, which is part of the gov¬ 
erning coalition, does not agree. 
He says social assistance is only 
tempting more arrivals. 

The Communists, largest of 
the opposition panics, voted in 
favour of the law. But many in 
the party feel that such legisla¬ 
tion was long overdue. ''We need 
much more social assistance like 
housing and also imer-cultural 
schools to orient Muslim Arabs 
and Africans, fra* example, to a 
different culture. Besides why 
do immigrants have to register 
with the police and not the mu¬ 
nicipalities? There is a police 
mentality behind its provisions," 
said Gianni Palumbo, a commu¬ 
nist official responsible for im¬ 
migrants' problems in the Roma- 
Lazio region. 

In a strange twist in June, a cri¬ 
sis in Italy's hospitals occasioned 
welcoming words from Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreoit. "We 
need them," he declared of im¬ 
migrants. There is an emergency 
situation in the hospitals because 
poor work prospects have led to 
an alarming drop in the number 
of Italian nurses, and immigrants 
arc being invited to fill the va¬ 
cancies. 

For public work at least, the 
immigrants need to be regis¬ 
tered. By the government's count 
150,000 have taken advantage of 
the amnesty, but it estimates that 
around 450,000 have yet to re* 
port. As the queues lengthened 
outside the police stations before 
a 28 June deadline, not all of 
litem wcrc expected to show up. 


Africa — In need of a dose of democracy 

Bv Maeeie Janies should be encouraged." he said Tniimou T7mm ilw H... n _• . ■ 


By Maggie Janies 
Special to The Star 

OF THE 46 countries in sub- 
Saharan Africa, only five — 
Botswana, Mauritius, Senegal, 
, Gambia and newly-indcpenaem 
Namibia —qualify technically 
as multi-party democracies. 

Inspired by the spread of de¬ 
mocracy in East Europe and 
tired of economic hardship, cor¬ 
ruption and government oppres¬ 
sion, many Africans are calling 
for political freedom. 

litis also applies to donor 
countries who nave pumped bil¬ 
lions of dollars In aid to Africa 
over the Iasi 30 years. They arc 
nowadays more critical of recipi¬ 
ent governments — and feel 
freer to attach political and eco¬ 
nomic conditions for continuing 
aid. Recently, the British For¬ 
eign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
publicly listed for the first time 
the conditions attached to British 
aid for Africa. 

"Countries tending towards 
pluralism, public accountability, 
respect for the rule of law, hu¬ 
man rights and market principles 
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should be encouraged," he said. 
"Governments who persist with 
repressive policies, with corrupt 
management, or with wasteful 
and discredited economic sys¬ 
tems should not expect us to sup¬ 
port their folly with scarce aid 
resources." 

Africa is already competing 
with democracy-aspiring East 
Europe, Aid workers, diplomats 
and technical staff have been 
moved from African pro¬ 
grammes to East Europe and it is 
likely that the continent will face 
competition from East Europe 
for mooetcrcy aid in die future. 
All the more reason for autocrat¬ 
ic countries concerned to comply 
with donors' requirements. But 
there is a reluctance on the part 
of most of the rulers of recipient 
countries to change their poli¬ 
cies. 

Laurence Cockcroft, an econo¬ 
mist and development specialist 
with extensive knowledge of Af¬ 
rica, has examined the lUs of the 
African continent and has his 
own theories as to why aid pro¬ 
grammes have failed to develop 
Africa. In "Africa's Way: A 


&ra m T^is?C^ b ft 

expands on his theories discuss- l le ' He 11,0 

HaF-BS 10 

continent’s future progress. lh ^^ CUn 8 that the growth or 

"1 am convinced that the diffi- Sin C SS!S m i f - of sn ) a ^' scaIe ur- 
culty in interpreting events in 5S« I 5? ,cUo !! T il1 ’ over 50 
contemporary Africa is at least ffi;?r!Si the I ace °, f A frican 
m part the consequence of a gen- El „ ’ ? 0ckcr ® fl explains that 
eral lack of knowledge of what %P revalenc e of many counter- 
was happening in Africa before mg centr ? s of influence to 
the colonial powers took over SOvernment, in the form of local 
the continent in the late 19th assocal K>ns, will in the long- 
centuiy," he writes. "The full il increasingly diffi- 

btown colonial period was ex- , for governments to conccn- 
traordmanly brief for most of K® 1 ® all the power in their 
Africa t lasted only about 70 h ? nds * ? ,s forecast that (he re- 
although contact with the gimo ,°f one-party states will 
East and Europe had been flour- cause increasing resentment as a 

Thi L5 r 81 u \- 2 L '°°Q Tm ^ Q «iindividual views 

The patterns established in Afri- prevails has already manifested 
can social structures during the ltse lf in several African nation- 
cemunes: before the colonial pe- aIa . 

u P 0 ^® 8 10 agricul- Protests over recently imposed 
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Africa s Way; A sence of a sense 


power since independence m 
1964. 

The author warns that Africa is 
now moving into a phase in 
which the rest of toe world is 
less interested in its affaire* t ne 
region will be thrown increasing¬ 
ly inward on itself, and bavel^ 
reason to blame the rest of tnc 
world for its problems, whi 
will only be resolved with the in¬ 
ternal struggle. A< .. „ „ an 
He concludes that Africa ^ 
only achieve security w®* . 
has developed an inten^ 
__ it. ...uilk mme froni 


ip/ ® at least AUUU years 
The patterns established in Afri¬ 
can social structures during the 
centimes before the colonial pe¬ 
riod — from politics to agricul- 
ture — were not destroyed but 
survived to influence the presen 
m one form or another," he savs 
OP 1 ,™?. ** * the heart of 
the moral dilemma in contempo¬ 
rary Africa is the frequent ab¬ 
sence of a sense of the public 



centres of growth whaA • 
outside the existing bup«»®| 
cies of government, party v 
presidential palace. 
will go the difficult legaciesc 
hierarchical goveniiherti. eg 
loyalties, arbitrary, stysw* 
and the adjustment to a mpw) 
based, urban-led culture* m _ J 
way, in as little as 100 yf*V , 
rica's doubts about 
so prevalent — may fia^y: 
removed. .. 
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It is true- I've won the World Cup' 


By Franz Beckenbauer 

WHEN I wake up, I have to 
pinch myself: "Fran/., iL is really 
me? You have won the World 

^nlc triumph happened the 
very Iasi day of my six years as 
m chief. After years of stag¬ 
nation, football is "in" again. 
People were turning their backs 
on the game. Now they arc 
cheering Footballers on again. 

Over the last few years Boris 
Becker and Steffi Graf have 
hogged the limelight. Germany 
was in tennis euphoria and many 
people predicted Lhe decline of 
football. That is why I am so 
happy that, with my help, foot¬ 
ball is again the number one 
sport in Germany and will be for 
many years. 

Ido not exaggerate when I say 
that we deserve to be world 
champions, Lothar Matthaeus 
showed us (he way with his two 
goals in the first match against 
Yugoslavia. It was the path 
which led away from defensive 
football to attractive attacking 



The German soccer team, ecstacy of victory 


We had a solid defence. It paid 
off for us in gelling Bayern Mu¬ 
nich libero Klaus Augcnthale-r fit 
again. Juergen Kohler and Guido 
Buchwald stabilised the defence. 
Even Andi Brehme, the scorer of 
our winning goal, has matured 
into the world's best left-back. 

Lothar Matthaeus was a superb 
captain. Despite an earlier inju¬ 


ry, Thomas Haessler was fit 
again for the final. Rudi Voeller 
was the best dribbler in the tour¬ 
nament and Juergen Klinsmann 
was the fastest and most athletic 
striker. 

During our preparations in Ita¬ 
ly I learned to love this team. I 
had 22 players of impeccable 
character, which was not the 
ease in Mexico four years ago. 
There wcrc no differences be¬ 
tween the players of note. The 
altitude of the reserve players 
was also good. Apart from a 
couple of outbreaks of temper 
after our 1-0 win against Czech¬ 
oslovakia — and those were be¬ 
cause we made il unnecessarily 


difficult for ourselves in the 
closing phase — the team was 
convincing in both fighting and 
playing ability in every match. 

I should praise other learns as 
well. It is not true that this 
World Cup saw the iowesi stan¬ 
dards for Lhe last 20 years. Next 
to a few average matches, 1 also 
saw many good games. 

The best was England's 3-2 
quartcr-finaJ win against Came¬ 
roon which went into extra time. 
All respect to llic Africans. They 
have always been able- to play 
football. But now they have ad¬ 
vanced in tackling ability. They 
have become more athletic <md 
more disciplined tactically, with- 


Soccer stars support Germany's anti-drug campaign 

'No Power to Narcotics,' slogan 
on German team's equipment 


By Wolfgang Weber 

THE GERMAN national foot- 
™1 docs more than com- 
E? 6 m World Cup competitions, 
^{country's soccer stars arc cn- 
111 another campaign thai 
;L W important. Lothar Mai- 
^ Rudi Voller & Co. oro 
supporting the "No Power to 
arcotics" campaign launched in 
by Federal Chancellor Hcl- 
Kohl. Soccer stars, the idols 
"■* young people, have 
agreed to help stem the 
tide of drag dealing 


and taking. 

"Given the 70,000 or so drug 
addicts and nearly 1,000 drug 
deaths in the Federal Republic of 
Germany last year alone," the 
Chancellor told a meeting with 
the team and team manager, 
Franz Beckenbauer, "it is most 
important for us to persuade peo¬ 
ple in general and young people 
in particular to live without nar¬ 
cotics and to ostracise drug- 
taking socially.” 

The "No Power to Narcotics 
campaign is part of the National 
Anti-Narcotics plan recently 


adopted by the Federal and Land 
governments and local authori¬ 
ties in Bonn. 

Politicians and narcotics ex¬ 
perts are banking on the wide¬ 
spread popularity of the soccer 
stars for helping to draw more 
public attention to the drugs 
problem. The "No Power to Nar¬ 
cotics" logo will be worn on offi¬ 
cial T-shirts, jerseys, track-suits 
and many other items of equip¬ 
ment used, approved and sold by 
the German Football Associa¬ 
tion. The Federal Ministry of 
Youth, Family, Women's Affairs 


out being stuck rigidly into any 
one tactical scheme, 

I was impressed by 38-year- 
old striker Roger Milla, but llie 
player who most caught- my eye 
was the extremely mobile at¬ 
tacker Oman Biyick whd could 
fit into any lop European'club 
team. Africa will present' jhc 
biggest challenge to die 'estab¬ 
lished football nations ip the 
next century. .. 

I also have respect for Eng-. 
land. One should not forget'that 
they have been cut off for years ■ 
from international football at 
club level because of their bun 
from European compcdlion. The * 
technically deft striker Gary Li- 
nckcr belongs with the stars of - 
ihis tournament. Paul Gascoigne 
has a great future ahead of him, 
as perhaps docs the England 
team as a whole for the trend is 
clearly away from kick-and-rush 
football. 

My great respect also goes to 
Italy. The host nation was under 
intense pressure to do well. 
They started at enormous speed 
with their 1-0 victory over Aus¬ 
tria, then turned on the magic in 
the 2-0 defeat of Czechoslova¬ 
kia. I have an affinity for fine- 
players like Guiseppe Gianuini. 
Italy's midfield and defence had 
the touch of world champions, 
but in attack, despite Salvatore 
Schillaci, there were problems 
which could not lie overlooked. 
Ami perhaps, Italy was in die 
end, a victim of (he high tem|Hi 


Oh 




of their first five when dicy lost 
in Argentina. 

European champions die Neth¬ 
erlands improved us die tourna¬ 
ment progressed, but Marco van 
Boston's crisis after a nerve- 
laden, murderous season with 
AC Milan was almost destined. 

‘ .Ruud Gullit could not possibly 
' be in best form. Frank Riikaard 
could not do everything on his 
: own. Nevertheless, the Dutch pm 
up quite a Tight against us in the 
second round. 

I Also'want .to mention Yugo- 
' slavia who we rolled over in our 
first mateh but who steadily im¬ 
proved the more Stoikovic found 
bis form. And also Czcchoslova- 
kiaj who with their goalscorcr 
Skuhravy presented tcchnically- 
aSsyred .and athlcdc football. 
With no offence to Argentina, I 
would have preferred to see Bra¬ 
zil in the tournament a little long¬ 
er. The way Branco and Jorginho 
moved forward, the way Dungu 
and Alcniuo look control of mid¬ 
field,-uridwilh Gurccu up front 
- controling .the hall at high speed 
— this was top class. Il was the 
highest skill paired with athleti¬ 
cism and fitness. 

. I would have liked to hove met 
either Italy or Brazil in the final. 
Both would have deserved it. 

. The. .standard of this World 
. Cup was not so had. Although I 
am retiring as West German 
team chief, I shall continue to 
slay on the ball. And with this 
column ns well. 


Tranz Becken¬ 
bauer and Fed¬ 
eral Youth, 
family. Wom¬ 
en’s Affairs 
and Health 
Minister Ursu¬ 
la Lehr seen 
admiring a 
king-size pizza 
baked by the 
catering staff 
at the team’s 
World Cup 
base. 



and Health have allocated 
DM5m toward an advertising 
campaign that will include news¬ 
paper and magazine advertise¬ 
ment, TV commercials, stadium 
advertising and other modes of 
publicity. 

The campaign's general ap¬ 
proach is to ostracise drug abuse 
and to draw attention to positive 


alternatives rather than to con¬ 
centrate, as has been done in the 
past, on deterrence and the threat 
of punish mcnL 

Says Chancellor Kohl, the 
campaign's patron: "life today, 
despite the problems and worries 
it may pose, presents young peo¬ 
ple with greater opportunities 
than ever before." 


Dining out. 


Granada Hotel 

Ho Nabil Restaurant 

tricorne you to a pleas- 
^ stay and sumptuous 

European & oriental 
. meals. 

Crated in a quiet yetcen- 
tralarea. 

^circle, Jebd Amman, 
*1*638031 & 622617 ' 

^AJLy itiftA 




LaTerrasse 

Restuarant 

Omntal & European 1 
meats, mh fish daily 
"For reservations,' 

Tel:662831,601675. ■ 

Shmeisafti. Amman. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Gifts School 

Open .daily 12:00-3:30 ■. 

,p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
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Jordan Tanning Co: Good years ahead 


AMMAN (STAR) — To ils 
more than 2000 shareholders, 
the Jordan Tanning Co. Ltd. 
(JTC) is a very good investment. 
Its shares ore currently valued at 
JD 2.4 per share (par value per 
share is JD I) at the Amman Fi¬ 
nancial Market (AFM) and its 
net profits Tor 1989 were around 
JD 300,000 compared to JD 
158,000 in 1988. Bui this Is only 
Ihc beginning, says JTC's Direc¬ 
tor General Eng. Tala! Ghezawi. 

The 27-year-old company — 
paid cupilal JD 1 million — is 
setting its eyes on exports and 
has invested heavily to bring ils 
targeLs close to realisation. By 
the end of this year, JTC and its 
subsidiary, The International 
Company for Leather Products 
(ICLP) will meet the total de¬ 
mand of manufactured leather 
goods of the Jordan Armed Forc¬ 
es and the Public SccuriLy Dept. 
Previously army and police im¬ 
ports of these goods were esti¬ 
mated at $6 million annually. 

Both ihc Civil Consumer 
Corp. and the Military Consu¬ 
mer Corp. arc completely 
slocked by J1C and ICLP. In ad¬ 
dition to local customers, JTC is 
exporting leather and semi¬ 


finished leather clothing to Tur¬ 
key and Italy while selling mili¬ 
tary fooiwarc to Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq. 

JTC's full acquisition of the 
shocmaking factory early this 
year was an excellent move ac¬ 
cording to Ghezawi. The factory 
was established as an equal 
shares joint Amcrican-Jordanian 
venture in 1979. In 1987 JTC 
bought additional 40 per cent 
from the Americans and in 1990 
secured the remaining 10 per 
cent. 

"We were able to employ 150 
labourers at tltc shocmaking fac¬ 
tory," says Ghezawi. "I am proud 
to say dial now we don't have a 
single foreign worker in both 
factories." 

Ten years ago, JTC invested in 
new machinery to enhance its 
quality control system, which is 
now fully automated. This has 
enabled the company to increase 
its prod uclion while competing 
with foreign-made leather goods 
in terms of quality. Furthermore, 
the devaluation of the dinar has 
opened to JTC markets which 
were closed before especially in 
Europe and the Gulf. 

Now JTC hopes to raise the 
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Queen Noor during a recent visit to JTC factories 


percentage of ils exportable 
products from 36 per cent in 
1990 to over 65 per cent within 
the coming two years. To do this 
the company will borrow money 
to buy new machinery to com¬ 
plete ns third phase of expansion 
in order to increase ils produc¬ 
tion. It will also invest in areas 
of marketing and promotion. Re¬ 
cently, the company began man¬ 


ufacturing woollen blankets and 
is expected to sell 1000 tons of 
wool this year. 

To combat air pollution espe¬ 
cially foul odour which results 
from the tanning process, the 
JTC has installed a JD 350,000 
purifying station and is working 
to connect its sewage system 
with Khirbal A1 Samra sewage 
treatment planL 


The high costs of absorbing Soviet Jews 


THE SOVIET immigrants arriv¬ 
ing in Israel by the thousands 
could be just what the country 
needs to galvanise its struggling 
economy. But they also spell ec¬ 
onomic challenges. 

Ammon Ncubach, minister for 
Economic Affairs at die Israeli 
Embassy in Washington, and 
economic advisor to Shimon 
Peres from 1985-1986, said that 
Israel’s greatest challenge will be 
to "Uim the immigrants into a la¬ 
bour force that will change the 
cconumy into one with a six- 
seven per cent growth rate." 

The question is: how will Is¬ 
rael achieve such a high target 
without compromising itself on 
other fronts such as defence 
spending, social programmes 
and debt servicing? The govern¬ 
ment continues to pour money 
into all three areas and the bud¬ 
get deficit went over five per 
cent of the gross national prod¬ 
uct (GNP) last year. 

One of the government’s 
biggest challenges will be to 
lower the inflation rale, which 
reached 20 per cent at the end of 
1989. This was the first major 
jump in annual inflation since 
ihc start of the economic pro¬ 
gramme or 1985. Former Fi¬ 
nance Minister Shimon Peres ex¬ 
pects a 25 per cent inflation rate 
for next year. He also said that 
the high rate was in port due to 
expectations of large numbers of 
SovicL immigrants. 

Mounting unemployment and 
low investment rates liave also 
plagued the Israeli economy, 
with the occupied territories no 
longer acting as a one per cent 
market of the gross domestic 
product (GDP). Israel was also 
hit by o debt crisis in the Kibbut¬ 
zim collective movement and at 
trade union-owned Koor indus- 
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tries, the lurgcst industrial group. 
In 1989, industrial output de¬ 
creased by roughly two percent. 

The Israeli government has 
succeeded in implementing re¬ 
forms in areas such as capital 
markets. Bui privatisation pro¬ 
grammes and attempts to disen¬ 
gage fixed prices and subsidies 
have not yielded substantial re¬ 
sults. This is the economic con¬ 
text in which the Israeli govern¬ 
ment will have to welcome its 
new Soviet citizens. 

Israel will have to absorb an 
unknown number of immigrants 
in the future. Changes in US im¬ 
migration policy coupled with 
fears of anti-Semitism in the So¬ 
viet Union have steered a larger 
number of Soviet Jews to Israel. 
Forty-three per cent of the 
world's Jewish immigrants land¬ 
ed in Israel in 1989. 

More than 3,600 Soviet Jews 
moved to Israel in December of 
last year. As many as 100,000 
are projected for 1990. Up to 
250,000 immigrants are expected 
in the next three years. Israeli au¬ 
thorities recently announced that 
they expect up to 20,000 Soviet 
immigrants per month with the 
start of the summer. Forty 
thousand Soviet Jews have ar¬ 
rived since the sum of the immi¬ 
gration wave. 

In 1990, the cost of accommo¬ 
dating the new arrivals will reach 
SI billion. It costs the Jewish 
Agency, a semi-official group 
that oversees the immigrants, 
$ 11,000 to take cane of each new 
family in its first year. 

The Bank of Israel has an¬ 
nounced that over the next three 
years, the exodus of SovicL Jews 
will cost the Israeli government 
roughly S3.62 billion. Half of 
that sum will be generated 
through foreign and domestic 
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Soviet Jews: Gloomy prospects ahead 




borrowing. The United Stales is 
the source of over S3 billion in 
unFaltering annual aid. But re¬ 
cent tension between the United 
States and Israel over the desti¬ 
nation of the Soviet newcomers 
has focused attention on a loan 
that was promised to Israel by 
America. The Bush Administra¬ 
tion has critcised Israeli expan- 
, of Bank settlements 
and has indicated that it would 
not foUow through on a $400 
mutton loan guarantee to be 
used for the housing of Soviet 
immigrants if it did not receive 
Podges they would not be 
settled in the occupied territo¬ 
ries. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 

sSS5S v 8 “ ®*P rcsscd his dissat¬ 
isfaction with the situation when 
he suggested stemming the flow 
of Soviet Jews to Israel if the 
government of Yitzhak Shamir 
P rcvcn l Soviet immi- 

Si« ov ' n8,olheTO “- 

Israel argues thm briy i sm^i 


number of Soviet Jews have set¬ 
tled in the occupied territories. It 
also says that it docs not have a 
stated policy which encourages 
immigrants lo live in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Western 
observers have pointed out that 
if East Jerusalem were to be in¬ 
cluded, then 10 per cent of So¬ 
viet Jews living in Israel reside 
in the disputed territories. 

The government may also 
have to face the additional task 
of absorbing a large number of 
Ethiopian Jews. Ethiopia plans 
to permit thousands of Jews to 
emigrate to Israel within the next 
few months. 

Aside from the costs of ab¬ 
sorb ing the influx of Soviet 
Jews, the authorities will have to 


.government will encounter un¬ 
employment problems in the 
, srtoi£ run. "We have:to facediffi- 

'■% Continuedon page9 


• Contacts are underway 
umong the countries of 
the Arab Co-operation 
Council (ACC) to fully ex¬ 
empt national goods (of 
no less than 40 per cent of 
added value) from ciistoa 
duties and tariffs. Full ex¬ 
emption is expected to ap¬ 
ply from 1 January 199L 
Until then inter-ACC 
trade will be conducted h 
accordance with bilateral 
agreements and protocols. 

• A study is being con¬ 
ducted by the Ministry of 
Energy to determine the 
feasibility of using ther¬ 
mal heat in energy gener¬ 
ation especially in Zara, 
Ma'in, Mukhaiba, Airaq 
and North Shuna. The 
ministry has also decided 
to introduce a Gamins 
Ray continuous monitor¬ 
ing system to monitor ray 
emittance in open areas. 

• A new water consump¬ 
tion tariff will be issued 
soon by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation. The 
tariff will be based on 
proportional consumotloD 
of water. Low and middle 
sector consumers will not 
suffer any increases in wa¬ 
ter billing. 

• A delegation will soojj 
visit a number of Arab 
capitals to conduct financ¬ 
ing negotiations with, gov 
ernments and Arab foods 
to provide necessary foM’ 
in g for th« Wihda Dm 
project on YarmouK kiv 
er. Total cost of the pro¬ 
ject is estimated at PJ 
million. Only the 
part of the orojttt has 
been executed un » D “* 


Worm wan* 
its financing agr**JJ 
under Israeli 
The dam, when comg 
ed , will hold 200 « 

cubic metres or 
Jordan's annual 
deficit is estimated at 
million cubic metres. 

• The Natural 

Authority for 0 || 

soon begin drinmj 
in Ein Urn Al JoI°. 
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Euro-deposit rates: 


US 

DBM 

STG 

Yen 

SFR 

7.7/8 

8.00 

14.13/16 

7.45 

8.7/8 

7.15/16 

8.1/32 

14.15/16 

7.50 

8.7/8 

7.15/16 

8.3/32 

14.15/16 

U2 

8.7/8 

8.00 

8J/8 

14.3/4 

7.75 

8.5/8 

8.1/16 

8.1/2 

143/8 

7.75 

8.1/2 


Saving accounts 7.5%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8.0%, 

1 month 8.00%, 2 months 8.25%, 3 months 8.50%, 1 year 
9,0%. Lending rate (AAA) 12,5%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SFR STG YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 1.6245/50 13830/401.8225/35 14839/63 1.1566/71 54490/00 

Source: Amman Bank for Investment, Tel: 642701 
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EL BANNA BROTHERS FOR 
EXPORT 

9, Fahmy Wissa street 
Loran-Alexandria 
Tel: 5868407 - 5865076 
Telex: 54201 

• Drrt vegetables - Jam - Fruit 
Juice -Spices - Medicinal herbs 

BARAKA INTERNATIONAL 
MAHMOUD FATHI 


18, Abou Bakr el Sedik street 
Dokki - Giza 
tel: 702152-701219 
Telex: 22212 BARAKA UN 
P.O. Box: 156 Orman 
% Food stuff 

BAVARIA CARIO 
7, Naguib El Rihani slrect,Cairo 
Tel: 910050-903220 
Telex: 92377 BAVARIA UN 
• Fire-extinguishers 


This free-of-charge service is available to local and foreign business¬ 
men. To publish your commercial Interests In this corner please 
tear-off this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo¬ 
my Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amraan-Jordan. 


Following are addresses of 
importers in the Nether¬ 
lands who might be inter¬ 
ested in Jordanian made 
casual wear: 

I.A.N.T.O.B.V., 

Flevolaan 13 b, 

1382 JX Wcesp, 

Tel: 02940-15309 
Tlx: 13504 

Imports: Socks, stockings, 
sportswear, panly hoses. 


2. Amcringen cn Zoon B.V. 
Van, 

Bouwerij 50, 

1185 XX Amstelveen. 

Tel: 020-455422 
Tlx: 34004 VITXNL 
Imports: Men’s knit and leisure 
wear, socks. 

3. Bindu Textile B.V., 

P.O. Box 131, 2700 AC Zoe- 
termeer, 

Frank! instraat 9, 

2723 RE Zoetermeer. 


The high costs of absorbing Soviet 
Jews into Israel 

Continued from page 8 *&«£ Saw® £ 
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Average exchange rates on 
in fils 

Tuesday 17/7/1990 

Buy Sell 

us$ 

663.0 

667.0 

£ 

1206.1 

1213.3 

DM 

404.6 

407.0 

SFr 

474.0 

476.8 

FRF 

120.7 

121.4 

YEN 

O00) 

445.6 

448.3 

DFL 

359.5 

361.7 

SKR 

111.5 

112.2 

LIT 

(100) 

55.3 

55.6 

BLF 

00) 

200.9 

202.1 
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Economic policy 


THE GOVERNMENT of Jordan has been called upon to help poiential 
investors, but this requires stability, without which investors do not 


bo convenient for the bank, but it creates uncertainty, and docs not help 
investors. The Ministry of Finance talks about reform of the tax system, 
but businessmen still don’t know what to expect. 

The government may be serious about innuencinK die now of imports 


achieve this, not to mention tuning. Jordan's long-term future could be 
bright, but over the short run, confidence and stability still need to be re¬ 
stored. The National Bloc in parliament claims that the government has 
not come uo with a clearly defined policy yet," as far as the economy is 
concerned. Whatever the political motives behind this statement, lots of 
people in Jordan today would agree that the government's strong point is 
not economic policy. 



Tel: 079-313400 
Tlx: 34116. 

Imports: men's, women's 
and children’s wear. 

4. Bueno Overhendenfabrick 
B.V., 

P.O. Box 17, 

7160 AA Neede, 

Bergstraat 23-25, 

7161 EE Neede. 

Tel: 05450-1661 
Tlx: 44778 
Imports: Shirts. 

cur if spending was limited on 
other fronts. It recommended a 
laissez-faire government policy 
on immigration and suggested 
certain measures to enhance the 
private sector such as low corpo¬ 
rate taxes, employers’ contribu¬ 
tions to income tax and duties 
on productive imports. It also 
encouraged steps to increase in- - 
vestments in residential build- 

in fikB other Israeli officials, 
Neubach poinis to other periods 
of Israeli history when mass im¬ 
migration was followed bv eco¬ 
nomic, growth. In the 1950s and 
1960, ihe Israeli economy grew 
by eight per cent after periods of 
intense immigration. From 
1973-1974, the economy grew al 
a rate of 7,5 per cent per year. 
Neubach admits that it is hard to 
draw comparisons between earli¬ 
er periods of economic growth 
aria the current slate of the Israe¬ 
li economy. , . . ; . 

The United Jewish Appeal re¬ 
cently said that American Jews 
vriH bo asked lo give $420 miN 
lion inl990 toward Soviet Jews 
in Israel. The.rund-raislng cam¬ 
paign is the .largest f? ' 

• American, Jews,sine® SGO mU- . 
lion were obtained fpr an airlift . 

• of 7,500 Ethiopians to Israel In:. 

1984-1985; v; : W* ■, 
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THE MIDDLE East's first defence and security exhibition — MEDEF 91 
— will be held al the new Bahrain Inter national Exhibition Centre be¬ 
tween 28 lo 31 October 1991. It will introduce a comprehensive range of 
equipment and technology for the region's external defence forces as well 
as law enforcement agencies including (he police, internal and border se¬ 
curity services, militia and paramilitary who will be officially invited to 
attend the event by the Bahraini Government. 

Further information from; 

Middle East Arabian Exhibition Management 
P.O. Box 20200 
Manama, Bahrain 
Tel: +973 250033 

Fax: +973242381 Tlx: 9103 EXH1B BN 


Contacts and contracts 


TN: Tender Numlurr; TD: Price 
of Tender Documents; DB: Val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 
DD: Dale Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins: SB: Deadline for 
Submission of Bids; BO: Date 
Bids arc Opened. 

— Central Tenders Commit¬ 
tee, TN: 45/90, construction of 
Irbid's south entrance, TD: 
JD 50, BD: JD 3500, SB: 4/8/ 
90. 

— Royal Airforce, retender¬ 
ing, TN: SJ/56/89/TF, supply 
of cables, SB: 4/8/90. 

—Natural Resources Authori¬ 
ty, TN: 101/90, supply of 
chemicals, TD: JD 50, BB: 3 
per cent, SB: 14/8/90. 

— Central Tenders Commit¬ 
tee, TN: 55/90, constructing 
modified concrete cable 
bridge, TD: JD 150, SB: 18/8/ 
90. 

— Arab Potash Co., TN: 36/90 
(retendering), supply or fuel 
oil additive with flushing 
pump, TD: JD 15, SB: 12/8/90. 

— University of Science and 
Technology, TN: 24/90, supply 
of various meats, TD: JD 20, 
TN: 25/90, supply of processed 
meat, TD: JD 20, TN: 26/90, 
supply of vegetables and 
fruits, TD: JD 20, BB: JD 
1000, SB: 6/8/90. 

— Water Authority, TN: 5/90, 
construction of sewage pipe¬ 
lines in Amman and Madaba, 
TD:JD25,SB: 14/8/90. . ... 

— Yarmouk University, TN: 
l/ 18/90, supply;.or various 
meals, eggs, TDl 1 JD 5, BBr 5 
per cent, SBr 4/8/90. 

- — Royal ■ Scientific Society, 
TN: 78/90; supply Of station- 
;• ary,.;Tp:. 

/, i ;.iJv'-:;:? i: ’' 
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cent, SB: 28/7/90. 

— Arab Potash Co., TN: 46/ 

90, supply of sheaves for 
pumps, TD: JD 15, SB: 19/8/ 

90, TN: 48/90, supply of gener¬ 
al size tyres, TD: JD 100, SB: 
22/8/90. 

— Ministry of Education, TN: 
59/90, supply of silk screen 
ink, TD:JD1, SB: 29/7/90. 

— Ma'an Municipality, con¬ 
struction of central vegetable 
market, TD: JD 20, BB: JD 
3500, SB: 30/7/90. 

— Telecommunications Corp, 
TN: MM 6/90, (Retendering) 
furnishing of hangers, TD: JD 
10, SB; 9/8/90. 

— Central Tenders Commit¬ 
tee, TN: 50/90, supervision of 
Ma'an-Jafer road construc¬ 
tion, TD: JD 100, TN: 51/90, 
supervision of Azraq/Jafer, 
Azraq/Omarl junction project, 
TD: JD 50, SB: 8/8/90. 

— Ministry of Trade and In¬ 
dustry, decoration of Jordan 
wing of Baghdad fair, SB: 1/8/ 
90. 

— Ministry of Supply, TNi 42/ 
90, supply and install two air- 
conditioning units In grain si¬ 
los in Aqaba, TD: JD 5, SB: 5/ 
8/90. 

—- National Medical Iiistitu- , 
tion, supply of provisions lo 
hospitals, TD: JD 250, BB: JD 
20,000, SB: 4/8/90. '. 

—Aqaba Forts Corp., TN: 2/ 
90, maintenance of yards and • 

■tracks,:.TD: JD J5, B13: JD 
;150(),! SBr 5/8/90, TH&l&fl: 
maintenance or easleina-lertnl-. 

• pal, TD: jD 25 f BBt Jp 3^K)0> 

:■ SB:;5/8/90. 
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Dialogue above disputes 

THE CURRENT dispute between Iraq and Kuwait over oil production 
shares must not be allowed to develop into an outright crisis. There is 
more at stake than meets the eye. The only losers, if the situation is al¬ 
lowed to exacerbate, will be the Arabs because it is their wealth, sove¬ 
reignty and regional stability which will suffer as a result. 

It is also important that no foreign interference in the dispute be al¬ 
lowed to take place. Both Iraq and Kuwait, among the rest of Arab coun¬ 
tries, realise the dangerous situation which may develop if foreign parties 
make use of the dispute to infiltrate the region. This is a challenge to 
Arab diplomacy and a test to the ability of Arab leaders to settle their dif¬ 
ferences through dialogue and negotiations. 

ft is not abnormal for neighbouring countries to have disputes over 
trade relations or common interests. Such disputes take place regularly 
among countries of the same economic or regional groupings, such as 
the European Community (EC) or similar clubs. These disputes, howev¬ 
er, are dealt with through negotiations and mediations. 

In the ease of Iraq and Kuwait, The Arab League remains the most ap¬ 
propriate platform for both countries to bring their case to. Also the Or¬ 
ganisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is another venue 
when: the current dispute could be solved. The resolutions of any of 
these organisations will have to be binding to both panics. In the media¬ 
tion process, a middle ground will have to be reached. 

The Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute must not be looked upon os a threat by one 
party against another. It also must not be taken out of its original context. 
Those who see an opportunity for a major conflict erupting will, hopeful¬ 
ly, be disappointed. The leaderships in both Iraq and Kuwait will have to 
practice restraint and keep the How of accusations and countcraccusa- 
lioas well in control. 

Meanwhile, the current mediation efforts by President Husni Mubarak 
of Egypt cun only bear fruit if all Arabs rally to contain the dispute. 

Whatever the facts arc, this remains an inter-Arab dispute. It must re¬ 
main so and will have to be solved through inter-Arab mediation. This is 
the message that all parties to the conflict must send to the world. 

No one will gain if the problem becomes rcgionalised and gets out of 
the control of the Arabs. 

Both countries have full right to state their case. This they must do be¬ 
fore a solution to the dispuLc is found. Whatever the results of mediation 
efforts it is important that parties adhere to them. WiLhout such .commit¬ 
ment to dialogue and peaceful negotiations, the enemies of this nation 
will grab the opportunity to push all panics towards a point of no return. 


LETTERS 

TO THE EDITOR 



Apprenticeships help 


To the Editor: 


Post Script 


by Osama El-Sheril 


To boycott..or not 


THE CALL to boycott Amencan-made 
products is becoming a personal crusade 
for some Jordanian intellectuals and zeal¬ 
ots. Newspaper columnists, deputies and 

■ « _l_UknM fintvinhn/r In Trtf m 


THE FOLLOWING is Frank Sinatra's advice to his son: "Do anything you want, son 
but do it well and study hard. A long apprenticeship helps." 

One of the missing links in our chain of education is proper and coded apprenticeship 
The inexperienced university graduate seeks a top level job that is beyond his size by 
any standard. The inexperienced young woman fresh from a secretarial institute seeks a 
responsible position. For to work as an assistant typist for a limited period of lime is a 
disgrace. Such arrogant and irrational mental attitudes muddle life completely. If a grad¬ 
uate of one of the leading universities in Europe or America passes through a period of 
apprenticeship, why shouldn't our graduates follow suit? Apprenticeship refines puri¬ 
fies and polishes the personality of our graduates. It, furthermore, defers and extermi¬ 
nates the woes of early and incompetent marriages. Laws enacted by the legislative 
body or power as to tariffs and years of apprenticeship for each and every professions 
are urgently needed to institute and regulate apprenticeship in our country 
Moreover, apprenticeship may not be in a position to halt the driving power of mobili¬ 
ty between the professions in a country like Jordan, but it will certainly restrict «i»rh » 
mobility, thus, resulting in a more stable labour market. y a 

A country with a specialised labour force is apt to face an increase in unemployment 
and this applies in particular to countries with limited natural and economic rewurces 
like Jordan, if and when depression hits that country. For a change of occupation re¬ 
quires a period of training lasting several years. To remedy such a situation and over- 
comc. it in us entirety, the curciculums at our schools, college and universities should be 
flexible, yielding and serving practical purposes and situations. 

Although labour Is potentially the most mobile factor of production it is often hiehlv 

trtihlcd bbour force C ' ^ ° f ^ govcrnmcni is 10 build a robus L flexible and 

George N. Saig 

_ Amman. 
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social figures have been appealing to Jor¬ 
danians from all walks of life to boycott 
anything that relates to America; from 
chewing gum to fourth of July cocktail 
parties. 

It is difficult, however, to measure pub¬ 
lic response to such declarations. 

Here in Jordan we don't have public 
polls or instant surveys which can indicate 
popular moods. Instead, the Jordanian so¬ 
ciety seems to thrive on rumours and in¬ 
stigations. 

Naturally, not all of those working to 
ostracise America are opportunists. Some 
harbour honest motivations. Their sole 
objective is to drive home a message of 
disgust and frustration with US policy in 
the Middle East, especially towards the 
plight of Palestinians 
under Israeli occupa¬ 
tion. It is doubtful, 
however, to see Wash¬ 
ington's attitudes to¬ 
wards this region 
changing because of 
such a boycott so long 
as it remains confined 
to Jordan and is prac¬ 
tised at a small scale. 

Yet, the boycott has 
had a psychological 
impact on those who 
have heeded the call. It 
feels good to know 
that one is able, at a 
personal level, to pun¬ 
ish a superstate, even 
though the effect of 
the Jordanian boycott 
on the economy of the 
United States will not 
be noticeable. 

Ideally, one would have liked to see a 
pan-Arab boycott of American-made 
goods. We could be talking of billions of 
dollars worth of imports annually. Such a 
loss is bound to hurt American industrial¬ 
ists, who in turn will put pressure on their 
government to do something about its pol¬ 
icies 

This, however, is not the case. 

Another scenario is to have oil- 
producing Arab countries impose an em¬ 
bargo on oil shipment to the United States 
and withdraw billions of dollars from 
American banks. This will surely open 
some eyes back in Washington. But this 
too has become a utopian project. Gulf 
countries will probably suffer huge losses 
as a result of the boycott while their share 

."T 1 ® 1 Med by other 
OPEC rivals in Africa, Latin America and 

ASIa. 

« t i d # i P n JS il “ ver V likely 

Uiai the United Stales will allow the Arabs 
to make instant withdrawals oF their de¬ 
posits. 

So the consumer war on America re¬ 
mains a feeble one. Governments will dis¬ 
engage themselves from individual ac¬ 
tions, while making sure that the US 
government knows of such disengage- 

*n B ff- hav i. ng said 8,1 « there really 

cfl n do. at both the indi- 

crtqetf W " lhr CVe s ' 10 open Ameri " 

JM* absence of a pan-Arab strategy 
which by the way is the cure of all illness- 

rnniU? 1Vlduals Can d0 Utde 10 sober up 
congpssmcn and White House officials 

SSe to U h! l « h r? n ? “ P? liUcal m6 win oon- 

unue to be so. American interests in this 


region arc not confined to marketing nn. 
cake syrup and com flakes. They are |J. 
coming intricately indigenous with our 
political, social and economic streams. 
And in politics, one party has to have lev- 




otner. ai uns stage, our leverage as Arabs 
is limited; America's, on the other hand is 
quite substantial. 

To play the game, one must undosaai 
its rules, otherwise one will lose. Totted 
with US foreign policy in the region, wt 
must understand how this policy is form- 
la ted back in Washington; we must knot 
its motives and the bases on which ii 
rests. Also, we must come to grips with 
the fact that since US policy in the region 
affects, in the long run, all Arabs, coo- 
fronting such a policy and dealing with it 
must come ouL of a pan-Arab conviction 

This, unfortunately, is not evolving the 
way it should. In to, 
it is no secret that is- 
ter-Arab squabbling 
has dealt sever set¬ 
backs to inter-Arab 
co-operation and co¬ 
ordination. 

The way to confront 
American policy is to 
build up a case iron 
within the United 
States. That couldbea 
long and tiring process 
with many Trustra- 
lions. But we have to 
remember that we. as 
Arabs, are not dealing 
with a poor and isolat¬ 
ed republic. This is the 
age of American hege¬ 
mony where Washing¬ 
ton's influence extends 
to all regions of the 
world. 

In addition to this, wc have to reman- 
ber that not all Americans are enemies ot 
Arab causes. There are those who w 
things in away different from that of Is¬ 
rael and its American sympathisers, i* 
goal must not be to ostracise America, »■ 
though I am noi against boycott as asp 
bolic gesture ana I am sure USjflg 
makers will see it as such. Ourobjw^ 
should be to bring our case to Amenta 
and to play the game by its rules. 

Only those powerful enough can cjJjF 
the rules of the game. Until we aie ro* 
do this, wc will have to settle with w 
traditional, but effective, methods o 
tling Israel's sympathisers in the u 
slates 'n§ 

Conventional methods include inveittj| 
Arab petro-dollars in making 
contact with Americans, influewing p 
lie opinion as well as capitalisms ^ 
enemy's crimes and blunders — am* 

TffE* a task to begin,^; 
change must happen here, at hom&jj 
viduals who think they are ready 


viauais wno uunx moy ' ffnrts on 
a supemation must focus their 
understanding how the machinery^ ^ 
policy-making functions. Thh ^ 
done even without 
operation. But by the end 
fact remains that pan Arab 
out of sheer private intact and 
is the best tool to deal with 
threats and challenges. juch 

Boycotting American 
bad idea. But it should nptbeWJ^ 



■e than checking mo M 

on supermarket shelve, aMJW ^ 
itself is a humble act of protest. 
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10 THE STAR 


Opinion 


sec urity for the Middle East 


By Mattilyahu Peled 

THE MIDDLE East has become, due 
to inherent conflicts and superpower 
involvement, a very dangerous power 
keg with all the most advanced weap¬ 
ons systems deployed for immediate 
use. A preliminary condition for re¬ 
ducing present tensions in the region 
Is curbing the unrestricted arms race, 
which has reached the level of many 
billions of dollars spent annually on 
amis acquisition. But separating the 
issue of the arms race from the local 
conflicts may prove impossible, and 
therefore the need to tackle both the 
political and military aspects of the 
situation seems unavoidable. 

The relations between the two su¬ 
perpowers have improved over the 
last couple of years, and the notion of 
arms reduction has become a practical 
proposition. This looked at first as an 
encouraging development which may 
help reduce regional tensions and thus 
provide some kind of de facto region¬ 
al security arrangement for the Middle 
East. 

But it soon became clear that the op¬ 
posite result was more likely. Already 
in Januaty of this year the chief of the 
CIA, William Webster, stated to the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
that as a result of the improved rela¬ 
tions between the US and the Soviet 
Union the likelihood of confiicts 
breaking out in the Middle East has 
increased. 

The logic of such a prediction is 
easy to see. Due to the policy of amis 
reduction both superpowers will soon 
be faced with the problem of dispos¬ 
ing of their surplus weapons systems. 

In addition to that, their huge arms- 
producing industries are already faced 
with the need to look for new markets 
as outlets for their great production 
potential. At the same time, in the 
Middle East the sense that the super¬ 
powers may gradually disengage 
themselves from their traditional com¬ 
mitments has already speeded up the 
arms race. 

We arc witnessing, therefore, a dan¬ 
gerous combination of increased sup¬ 
ines of arms, which would necessari¬ 
ly bring down prices, and expanded 
demand for them. The US alone is 
speculating to increase its aims sales 
to the Third World in the immediate 
tiiture by some $30 billion, one-third 
or which is expected to be realised 
“Jis year with Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
^man, Tunisia and Morocco as poten¬ 
tial buyers. 

..This situation has already intensified 
H* involvement of West European 
“jms in the fray. They supply not 
-my finished goods but provide 
®ow-how and technical advice in 
““Pport of local production. Recent 
examples are German involvement in 

construction of the chemical 
Plants in Libya, French involvement 
m me development of long-range mis- 
ihe Iraq ’ ^» not 10 ^ outdone, 
fnr U , applying large computers 
PiL nU u C ear development in Israel and 
^ewhere. Officials at the Pentagon 
inmate that it would be impossible to • 
tK ,,?** 811118 reduction policy to 
World countries because the So- 
lem fi n *? 0 ls face d with the prop- •. 
IL* “ n d ln g hew markets for its 
cnnL^S'producing potential:.and;J 

cunlnc/ aiTns,export 3spuiteofhard;J 

spears, therefore; that reducing i', 

_ aims race by limiting, supply is an : ' ‘ 
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unrealistic proposition. The alternative 
proposition would be trying to reduce 
or eliminate the demand for arms. But 
can this be expected without first pro¬ 
viding a political settlement of the 
conflicts lying at the root of the arms 
race? The answer is probably no. 

If so, what should we consider as the 
basic requirements for such a settle¬ 
ment, and what kind of security ar¬ 
rangements can be envisaged follow¬ 
ing such a settlement? No one can 
presume to come up with detailed an¬ 
swers to these questions. But, perhaps 
we can suggest the parametres within 
which the answers to these questions 
may be found. Such parametres are 
not so difficult to define. Which coun¬ 
tries should be considered as partici¬ 
pants in a regional security arrange¬ 
ment? What would be the minimal 
political conditions for such an ar¬ 
rangement? Would such an arrange¬ 
ment be primarily introversive — aim¬ 
ing at regulating the intra-regional 
security relations — or would it have 
also extrovertive tendencies -- aiming 
at regulating regional relations with 

foreign powers? . . . 

The following is meant to be a 
scheme which seems to me to have a 
reasonable chance of being accepted 
both regionally and internationally. In 
the course of outlining it I shall try to 
elucidate thfe parametres of a solution 
arid the .procedure which may lead to 
regional security., . 1 '' . , ' • 

j; 'fe’W ; JThe plan J- A " j 


settlement: Egypt. Iraq, Israel, Jordan, 
Syria and the Palestinians (PLO). 

2) The forum: a conference of the 
countries involved plus the five per¬ 
manent members of the UN Security 
Council, where the parlies would en¬ 
gage in bilateral and multilateral talks 
and where bilateral and multilateral 
agreements will be concluded. 

3) The questions to be resolved are 
of two categories: 

I. Political aspects (without which 
no progress can be envisaged): 

a) the problem of Palestinian self- 
determination; 

b) the problem of resettlement of the 
Palestinian refugees; 

c) the status of the Golan Heights; 

d) the problem of Jewish property 
left in the Arab countries (Iraq, Egypt, 
Syria, North Africa), which is of great 
concern to more than half of the Jew¬ 
ish population of Israel; 

e) the problem of the Jewish inhabi¬ 

tants living in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. j 

II. Military aspects:; 

a) de-nuclearisatiori of the military 
arsenals and adoptiori of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferatibn Treaty; 

b) elimination of 4 II mean's of mass 
destruction [chemical and biological); 

c) non-aggression pact I of all/the 
Middle Eastern countries involved,ef¬ 
fective for 15 years, to be sanctioned 
by the Security . Council; other coun¬ 
tries of tjte region would be allowed 
to join In due course; 

: d) thrilling the military budgets of 
all countries involved to 5 per cent of 
the GNPj except for Iraq arid Israel, 
which will be allowed 10 per cent 


each; the former — until a non¬ 
aggression paci is signed between Iraq 
and Iran; the latter — for the duration 
of the pact (all in all saving many bil¬ 
lions of dollars in faltering econo¬ 
mics); 

e) defence budget of the Palestinian 
state — if a separate state is estab¬ 
lished as a result of the exercise of the 
right of self-determination — limited 
to 1 per cent of GNP (exclusive of for¬ 
eign aid). 

4) Negotiation period: two years be¬ 
ginning with the summoning of the in¬ 
ternational peace conference in accor¬ 
dance with UN General Assembly 
Resolution 38/58B of 13 December, 
1983. 

5) Implement alion: 

I. Transition period — five years, 
during which the following will take 
place: 

a) planning the resettlement pro¬ 
gramme for Palestinian refugees; 

b) preparing and carrying out Pales¬ 
tinian self-determination procedure; 

c) setting up regional and interna¬ 
tional inspection machinery; 

d) reducing military arsenals to lev¬ 
els according to treaties; 

c) determining the extent of Jewish 
property left in Arab countries and the 
ways of compensating for it. 

II. Execution — five yours: 

a) beginning of Palestinian refugees 
resettlement process; 

h.) beginning process of compensat¬ 
ing for Jewish property left in Arab 
countries; 

O implementing results of Palestini¬ 
an self-determination; 

d) implementing resolutions regard¬ 
ing the Golan Heights and other terri¬ 
torial adjustments. 

In all, a period of 12 years, during 
which all attention will be focused on 
preparing and establishing a level of 
security in the region satisfactory to 
all parties. By the end of the first two 
years, all the decisions will have been 
made and the general direction or de¬ 
velopment clearly outlined. Reduction 
of weapons arsenals will become ef¬ 
fective by the end of the seventh year. 

By that time practical measures will 
have been taken to plan the resettle¬ 
ment of the Palestinian refugees in ac¬ 
cordance with the treaties concluded 
at the peace conference and prepare 
the process of Palestinian self- 
determination. In the course of the 
next five years, territorial adjustments 
will be made and the resolution of the 
Palestinian people concerning their 
own political future will be imple¬ 
mented. 

We can see here a gradation of 
measures ensuring that each phase 
brings some advantages to the parties i 
and outlines further progress to be • 
looked for. By the end of the rather 
lengthy period of 12 years, the whole 
outlook of flic Middle Eastern coun¬ 
tries will have changed and the strate¬ 
gic relations will have assumed an en- 
' Li rely different aspect, The intensive ■ : 
engagement of the governments , in¬ 
volved in jointly shaping, their future 
should provide sufficient assurance 
that the new situation can allow them 
to trust the outcome of their. endea- ’ 
vourS. J . '• ■;{, . 

Mattityhhu Peled is a foVmer mem* 
ber of the Israeli Knesset . ; ■; 
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ARMS SALES to the Third 
World fell sharply in 1989, as 
major weapons makers in the 
United Slates, the Soviet Union, 
China and Europe found less re¬ 
sponsive buyers for their prod¬ 
ucts, according to a report con¬ 
ducted by die Congressional 
Research Service of the United 
Stales on 19 June. 

Third World nations arc rely¬ 
ing on the weaponry which they 


purchased in the last two dec¬ 
ades instead of buying new, ex¬ 
pensive goods. They are also 
burdened by heavy debts and axe 
unable to direct funds toward a 
new line or weapons. US weap¬ 
ons manufacturers will also face 
a shrinking market due to the 
gradual eradication of the Cold 
War. 

Although there bas been a 
scaling back of regional conflicts 


throughout the developing 
world, some nations directly in¬ 
volved in them received signifi¬ 
cant arms deliveries in 1989, 
said the report. Iraq and Iran, for 
instance, received over $1.93 
billion and $1.29 billion in arms 
deliveries, respectively, in 1989, 
with the Soviet Union and China 
acting as major suppliers. 

Last year, total sales decreased 
by 24% to $29.3 billion. That 
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represents the lowest total for 
any year during the period from 
1982-1989, the report said. 

Seven of the ten leading Third 
World arms recipients recorded 
declines in the value of their 
arms transfer agreements from 
1982-1985 to 1986-1989, said 
the report. Middle East and Gulf 
countries showed particularly 
significant decreases: Syria 
54.6%, Saudi Arabia nearly 
49%, Iraq 43.4% and Libya 
30.3%. 

According to the report, three 
of the lop ten Third World arms 
recipients showed significant de¬ 
clines in the values of the arms 
actually delivered from 1982- 
1985 to 1986-1989. Libya fell by 
almost 62%, from $9.1 billion to 
$3.4 billion; Iraq fell 34.9%, 
from $27.7 billion to $18 billion; 
Syria dropped 44.3% from near¬ 
ly $9.9 billion to $5.5 billion. 
The Soviet Union is the main 
supplier to all three Arab coun¬ 
tries. Moscow was also the prin¬ 
cipal supplier to eight of the top 
ten arms recipients in the devel¬ 
oping world in 1989. 

Last year, the oil-rich kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia received close to 
$4.9 billion in arms deliveries, 
making it the Third World's 
leading buyer. It was followed 
by Afghanistan ($3.8 billion), In¬ 
dia ($3.27 billion), Iraq ($1.93 
billion), Iran ($1.29 billion), 
Vietnam ($1.26 billion), Cuba 
($1.2 billion), Syria ($1 billion), 
Libya ($980 million) and Ethio¬ 
pia ($920 million), according to 
the US government. The United 
Kingdom was Saudi Arabia's 
„ major supplier. 

From 1982-1989, "Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Iraq have been, by a 
wide margin, the top two Third 
World arms recipients, receiving 
deliveries valued at $46.7 billion 
and $45.7 billion, respectively," 
the report said. 

In early July Saudi Arabia for¬ 
mally signed a $4 billion agree¬ 
ment to buy advanced US tanks, 
support equipment and ammuni¬ 
tion. 

In 1981, Airborne Warning 
And Control Systems (AWACS) 
aircraft sales to the Saudis 
sparked a healed debate between 
Congress and the Reagan Ad¬ 
ministration. But this lime Con¬ 
gress showed little opposition to 
the long-awaited deal. 

The agreement includes 163 
Ml-Al tanks and 62 M1-A2 
tanks for about $4 million each. 
However, the total coast will 
mostly cover support equipment, 
spare parts, training, facilities 
construction and munitions. The 
Wnnen, Michigari-based Land 
Systems Division of General Dy¬ 
namics Corp. will be the prime 
contractor. 

The Saudi military machine is 
mostly made up of US hardware. 
In October, the Bush Adminis¬ 
tration disclosed a $3.1 billion 
sale of 315 M-l Abrams tanks, 
30 recovery vehicles, 175 trucks 
and support equipment. 

Iraq, on the other hand, has 
relied on the East for its weapon¬ 
ry. The Soviet Union has been 
Baghdad's leading aims supplier, 
with $6.2 billion in arms transfer 
agreements between . the two 
countries from 1986-1989. 

1989, the US accounted for 
. *6% of all arms transfer agree¬ 
ments with the Third World, 
:■ ^Jile the Soviet Union conclud¬ 
ed 38.4%.' Soylet. Anns sales to 


the developing world decreased 
by 21% last year, to $11,2 bil¬ 
lion. At the same time, US arms 

sales fell by 14%, to $7.7 billion 
according to the report 
Major West European coun¬ 
tries (France, United Kingdom, 

West Germany, and Italy) direct¬ 
ly followed with 17% of Third 
World sales. China signed 4% of 
the total arms transfer agree¬ 
ments with the developing world 
last year. 

During the 1980s, China be¬ 
came a key player in the global 
arms industry. The country 
emerged as an important suppli¬ 
er of arms to the Third World, 
with agreements climbing to 
nearly $5 billion in 1987 and 
then falling to nearly $2.4 billion 
the following year. In terms of 
the value of its arms transfer 
agreements, China was the 
world's third largest supplier of 
arms to the developing world 
from 1986-1989 and fifth from 
1982-1989. 

The People's Republic was 
well-equipped to capitalise on 
the arms requirements of the 
bloody war between Iran and 
Iraq. During 1982-1989, almost 
55% of China's arms transfer 
agreements with the Third 
World were with Iran and Iraq. 

Last month, the US was con¬ 
cerned over reports that Beijing 
was selling chemicals to Libya 
which could be used in chemical 
weapons production. China 
signed an agreement not to pro¬ 
duce or supply chemical weap¬ 
ons. Beijing also gave its support 
for the prohibition and destruc¬ 
tion of all chemical weapons and 
has staled its opposition to the 
manufacture and transfer of 
chemical and bacteriological 
weapons. But anonymous US of¬ 
ficials said Tripoli and Beijing 
were discussing the delivery of 
chemical weapons to Libya. 

In other developments, me 
Stockholm International ft*® 

Research Institute (SIPRI) 
in its annual report that interna¬ 
tional spending on 
dropped by 2% in real terms 
1989 to roughly $950 billion. 

The report said that spending 
in the US, the Soviet Umon.tN ^ 

Third World and Eastern ixu | 

fell while die level was stable» cd a 

Canada, the European NA^ then 
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A bird's view 


Doureid 

Lahham 

'reaching 
for a 
dream' 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 
Special to The Star 

"IT IS up to the artist to express 
what he wants in a pleasant and 
intelligent manner. If he does 
that correctly then he can reach 
the very extremities of criticism 
using acceptable words without 
being prohibited from doing so." 
says Doureid Lahham, the- Syri¬ 
an bom actor and director who, 
through his 25-year long career, 
has achieved enormous populari¬ 
ty all over the Arab world. 

The widespread popularity of 
Ooureid Lahham may largely be 
attributed to the continuous de¬ 
velopment of his style. Starting 
with his film "Al-Hodoud" (The 
Borders) in which he plays the 
role of an Arab citizen who loses 
2 s passport in an area between 
the borders of two Arab coun¬ 
ties, Doureid Luhham made a 
aromatic change concerning the 
issues and ideas presented in his 
wms. Lahham's early films may 
w categorised as commercial, 
™t in his latest ones, lie present- 

themes °1 C 0CW com ^ na ^ on 

.- % new films came as a eon- 
f^bon of the complete change 
wide in the theatre with plays 

ami I ,shrccn V Ghorbeh' 
and Kasak Ya Wattan. 1 In these 

S' start£d lo present the 
E m V roblcms ’ Yearns and 
ihrmf. °* the Arab citizen 
gjgh my works, instead of of- 
3 mere comedy plays," says 

lasiiS wbo was * n Amman 
-iR* 10 attend the screening 
iSJktest film, "Kafroon". 

ones uiH 1 f S k eS u I P rcsem are the 
me S ch ? e chi,d inside of 
When we were 
dream ldren . we always 
ArahL?u Ul wa V* about one 

to Stan™!?’ “S we san £ songs 

side ufft 1 these flings in¬ 
torJJji™ l JP m oIder - 1 started 
m y childhood 
^S ^h JUSL useless articles 
the S songs we heard on 
maridt!? Q ', Now we started to de- 

Yte.’ P he s ty S dh00d tlrearn3 :■ 
commercial- . 
dusinf 6 ¥jf fc p fee Arab film .in- ; 
com/’ ^font's new films 
toe.-hp 0 i XCO ?, llonal cases- ; J, For 
hobby ^, ys ’ a? may still be a 
^/thJS? Ugh jadSo, teieyi-.- 


P thcrs'," he soys. 

Lahham says 
that during the 
shooting of the 
film he always 
feU as if he was a 

dren who gave 
him ^ kwe mid 

conlribiilccf lo [lie 

stressed anil' more 
comfortable when 
I direct niy own 
films. When I par¬ 
ticipate in the 
writing of the sce¬ 
nario, the ideas 
become part of 
me, and I compre¬ 
hend them better 

one can lake a stand and express , . .. h than 311 y olher dl ' 
one's opinion on his surround- 0n ,' a fcSariista in the Arab 
mgs. So I consider art a means wor | d y havc SL1C cccdcd in briSv- 

of saying what I think.' He says j ng ^\ r work j nJO homcs of - 

Ihat his ideas may coincide with cver y ^ ra b family, conservative 

the ideas of other people who or liberal, Muslim or Christian, 

will come and see his work, and Lahham proudly stands 

since they can sec themselves among those artists, 

through iL "Th e secret behind all of this is 

His new film, Kafroon , that I am usually honest with 
which is being shown all over myse |f and with my audience, 
the Arab world is different in and I always talk about things 

many aspects from his previous that I feel stronely about, and 

two films. these things shouldn't be differ- 

"Kafroon" tells the story of ent from what people feel all 

Wadood (Doureid Lahham) who over the Arab world. For exam- 

works as a school clerk in a vil- pie, the dream of unity is the 

lage called "Kafroon". Besides dream of every Arab, so when 1 
his work as a clerk, Wadood fills talk about unity, I talk for every 

the jobs of the janitor, the door- Arab and thus I reach the very 

man and even works as a re- soul of everyone," he says, 
placement teacher for the "irre- Still far beyond the levels 
sponsible" teachers at the school, reached by die film industry in 

An increasing love relationship other parts of the world, Lahham 

grows between Wadood and the considers the Arab filni industry 
children of the school because of as "non-developing. He states 
his kindness and goodness. Wa- feat fee Arab film industry 
dood is then accused of a murder 

u commit nnri thp rhil- H1E3HS and techniques from its 

own environment and should not 
dren help to find the real cram- forejgn ^ ^ 

n{ “- _ _„ .. h ■„ v. Ihp different schools and directions 

• JrSlLJfirJrhn fa fee Arab wor,d . bul 

opening film atCtos firstCM- achooll ^not create new «d- 

dren Cinema Festival, to be held entSi ^gy can on ]y enhance nnd 

in the Egyptian capital soon, is a w jjj c h already exist," 

pure social film. It talks about L^am notcs . 
love and happiness in a Tomanuc ac hieved absolutely nothing 

way, about human relauonships up jjj now - Lahham says. '1 
and how love shopld replaw ha- w ju know that I have achieved 
tred. "Kafroon is a family fiWi, ,, something when I see changes 
says Lahham. "It is riot aimed at happening in from of my own 
the elite or at people of any spe- 6 y CSj changes must happen In 
cificage." • the Arab world, .some slighi 

Lahham's experience in pro- changes are occurring npw Bui 
ducing a film with children may : these are still far frojn real de- 
bri the first of its kind in the ■; m0 cracy," hesays. ' .. - ■ ■ 

Arab World/"I think feat thgre • . And as , for, his : dream of 
had never been an Arabic gm achieving Arab lJnitv.'just as: ; 
whose h&des; Arid mam chafac- , other: peoples brought dowi) the 
tore Were childferi; I ha^ X w<yi- BerliriW^; and united, we ritoSt ’ 

derful ^xberierice 'Worldng .;wife ..destroy the artificial walls separ- : 
children and J am iritonqmrJo ; ating ihe.^rab nqnon.and reach • 
again; My next film Wfe & - for our di^, Uhham says. 

•’ •/ - - ' ; r'; ; • ^ - , , ' - .= • t • 
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one can lake a stand and express 
one's opinion on his surround¬ 
ings. So I consider art a means 
of saying what I think." He says 
that his ideas may coincide with 
the ideas of other people who 
will come and see his work, 
since they can sec themselves 
through iL 

His new film, "Kafroon", 
which is being shown all over 
the Arab world is different in 
many aspects from his previous 
two films. 

"Kafroon" tells the story of 
Wadood (Doureid Lahham) who 
works as a school clerk in a vil¬ 
lage called "Kafroon". Besides 
his work as a clerk, Wadood fills 
the jobs of the janitor, the door¬ 
man and even works as a re¬ 
placement teacher for the "irre¬ 
sponsible" teachers at the school. 
An increasing love relationship 
grows between Wadood and the 
children of the school because of 
his kindness and goodness. Wa¬ 
dood is then accused of a murder 
he did not commit and the chil¬ 
dren help to find the real crimi¬ 
nal. 

''Kafroon 1 ', which will be the 
opening film at Cairo's first Chil¬ 
dren Cinema Festival, to be held 
in the Egyptian capital, soon, is a 
pure social film. It talks about 
love and happiness in a Tomantic 
way, about human relationships 
and how love shopld replace ha¬ 
tred. "Kafroon is a family film,' , 
says Lahham. “It is riot aimed at 
the elite or at people of any spe¬ 
cific age." : ■■■,.• ... 

Lahham's experience m pro¬ 
ducing a film with children may 
bri the first of its kind in the 


v r I' agCd 11 and 12 lcfl Anima " earlier this 
^ They r , arc lhc slars of Amman Little League 
m P W f nl i! 0 Gcrmany rc l ,rcscnl ing Jordan in the rc- 
Wh0se , 0ulc0mc lJcc,dc -' £ whi <fe ‘cams will go 
to the United States to play in the Little League World Series. 
The team is accompanied by three coaches. 

The Amman Little League Association ( ALLA) has been in 
existence for more than 12 years. It is diflercnt from all oilier 
Jordanian sports organisations in that it relies totally on volun- 
lC ™ l°. ru " activities. The ALLA runs three spurts a year 
soccer in the fall, basketball in the winter and baseball in the 
spring. 

Each sport is organised by a commissioner who manages the. 
lcam . s - rhc commissioner makes sure the teams get ad.-- . 
quate practice time and that the matches they play every Friday ' 
proceed smoothly. He- also ensures tluit each team has two 
coaches and a team Mom. 

nici! lhii y ll thl,t l ,l,e ALL a is ail organisalitin catering in 
children aged 5-15 and ls run entirely by vnlmueer adults. So 
we arc talking atKjul over 3«0 children per xpurt, anti over Itxi 
adult volunteers. 

To help finance all the activities, each team has a sponsor. 
The sponsors arc private businesses which get a team named af- 
ter them in exchange for a fee. 

The atmosphere on the field is great. Parents, volunteers and 
children arc one big happy family enjoying the sport and hav¬ 
ing a good tune, because the idea is not winning or losing, hut 
promoting sportsmanship and learning die game. 

This is not ihe first time that the ALLA has’sent a team to 
Germany. They sent one last year and I was told it w;ls a great 
experience. Who knows, maybe this will be the nucleus of a 
Jordanian Olympic baseball team (baseball will be an Olympic 
sport in 1992). 1 

This is a great way uf pnnnoiing a sport and I suugest tlie 
Ministry of Youth and die di lie rent Jordanian sports federa¬ 
tions lc:im a few lessons from the ALLA. 

Just reading the sports pages in the local newspapers tells you 
that the federations are in a really pitiful state. They have 
boards of directors, committees and sub-comminces, and they 
still cannot solve their problems. The clubs suffer from severe 
financial problems and the teams swing from substandard lo 
mediocre. Just cheek the resulLs when they play in any interna¬ 
tional competition. I am not trying to put anyone down. 1 am 
only saying that there is a better way. 

This Little League baseball team may not come away win¬ 
ning the World Series, but they are all winners: players, coaches 
and other volunteers. They will proudly wear lhc Jordanian flag 
on die-ir uniforms and every Jordanian should be proud that 
they do. 

_ Magda Hamzeh 
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Say it with flowers around the 9 
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we do it for you. 
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1- Electro mechanical engineer should have minimum 6 yea/e 
experience in running and maintenance plastic machineries 
as extruder and vacuum forming. 

2- Technicians with experience In plastic factories, especially In 

extrusion and vacuum forming. - 1 

3- Plasllo extruders and vacuum forming operators with not less 
than 5 years experience. 
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American students in Jordan: 

Dancing to a different tune 



By Charlotte Hale 
Star .Stuff Writer 

"ITS VERY simple," insisted 
the Royal Jordanian Folklore 
Troupe dance instructor as he. 
slowly demonstrated the ; intri¬ 
cate fool movements of a tradi¬ 
tional Jordanian folk dance. 

The 12 American high school 
students and their tour escorts 
watched the skilled dancer's 
"simple" steps sceptically. 
Laugliing nervously, they slowly 
stomped and slid their feet along 
with instructor Mano Satanyan's 
rhythmic hand clapping and pre¬ 
cise instructions. 

At first, their newly learned 
steps echoed in perfect syn¬ 
chronization on the wooden 
floor of the troupe's rehearsal 
hall in Amman. Then, Satan¬ 
yan's feet danced faster and fost¬ 
er, leaving the student's bewil¬ 
dered facial expressions 
matching their confused, out-of- 
sync feet. 

"Maybe we'll try to do this 
when they play 'Wild Thing' at 
Talk of the Town," joked 17- 
ycar-old Reid Spice, referring to 
a local discotheque which plays 
popular American nnd British 
donee music. 

Spice, of Lexington, Virginia, 
is one of 14 American high 
school students who has sjK’nt 
lire past month in Jordan learn¬ 
ing about Arab culture in lieu of 
traditional summer jobs and sun¬ 
bathing on (he beach. 

The students, who live 
throughout the United States, 
had to go through a tough na¬ 
tional selection process prior to 
be chosen as Kerr Scholars, 

Their month-long programme 


is spun sored by the National 
Council on US-Arab Relations, a 
Washington, DC-based private 
organisation that seeks to create 
a better understanding of Arab 
culture among Americans. 

The programme, which also 
sends groups to Egypt and Tuni¬ 
sia, is named in the memory of 
the late Malcolm H. Kerr, an 
American academic who special¬ 
ised in the Middle East 

The programme is not con¬ 
fined to dance lessons though. 
The students have studied Ara¬ 
bic at the University of Jordan 
and attended lectures on Islam, 
Jordanian culture and politics 
and US-Middle Eastern rela¬ 
tions. 

"We try to put them in contact 
with Jordanians os much as pos¬ 
sible, too," explained their tour 
escort Dr Brice Harris, a history 
professor at Occidental College 
in Los Angeles, California. "The 
other day they had the chance to 
meet some Jordanian high 
school students. They talked 
and then we went bowling and 
out for shawarmeh.” 

The students also had an op¬ 
portunity to test out their new 
knowledge when each spent an 
evening in the home of a Jorda¬ 
nian family rather than in their 
rooms nt the Amon Hotel in Am¬ 
man. 

Most smdcius said they were a 
little surprised at how similar the 
families' lives were to their own 
in America. 

' Tlic biggest thing that sur¬ 
prised me was that a lot of peo¬ 
ple speak English,” observed 
Matt hiber, 16, of Santa Monica, 
California. "Most people we've 
met arc upper class, so they have 




What's on at The Plaza 


Friday—Family luncheon buffet 
at the coffee shop 
Saturday—Prime rib of beef 
night at ute Coffee Shop 
Sunday—Jumbo Shrimp night 
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VCRs, televisions, computers. I 
guess I didn't expect that." 

Seventeen-year-old Emily Car¬ 
penter said she anticipated cul¬ 
ture shock and expected to be 
questioned extensively about her 
religion. 

"I thought I was going to have 
to adjust to the new culture. It's 
not as religious as I thought," the 
Connencticut native said. "When 


ton. West Virginia, thought that 
the Arabs were very different 
from Americans, particularly re¬ 
garding family values and their 
knowlaegeof politics. 

"The extended family is very 
important here whereas in Amer¬ 
ica when you turn 18, you want 
to get as far away from your par¬ 
ents as possible and start to es¬ 
tablish your own independence," 
said eighteen-year-old Alec 
Ross. "I've also noticed that eve¬ 
ryone is much more educated on 
contemporary politics. Every 
student is very aware of the 
Arab-Israeii conflict and the role 
the United States plays in it.” 

The group has travelled exten¬ 
sively in Jordan, visiting the 
Desert Castles, Jerash, the Dead 
Sea, and most recently Petra and 
Aqaba. Their travel, however, 
has not been confined to die 
country's pleasant tourist spots. 

"We visited Baqa refugee 
camp," Spice recalled. "When 
our bus first pulled up into the 
camp this little boy, about 12 
years old, walked up to (he side 
of the bus and gave this hate 
look and spat on the bus. It was 
frightening. You don't take 
something like that lightly. I've 
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American students learn the ABCs of traditional Jordanian 
dancing 


seen these things on television, 
but ifs different when it's right at 
you." 

Eilber said they visited three 
homes which seemed to have 
been carefully selected for safety 
reasons. He said the families 
they met all seemed very moder¬ 
ate in their political views and 
didn't express anti-American 
sentiment. 

"Basically, they said they just 
wanted peace. They don't want 
anymore fighting," Eilber re¬ 
counted. 

Ross, a political buff, said the 
visit to B8qa was the most mem¬ 
orable experience of the trip. 

"It was unreal. There were 
100,000 people living in 1.4 
square kilometres and often 20 
people confined to an 8X12 me¬ 
tre room. They have a dismal 
standard of living and they con¬ 
stantly talk about their home¬ 
land, recalled Ross. "If 1 had to 
live like that, I would be a radi¬ 
cal terrorist and throw rocks... 
Not everyone can see this." 



^‘n"i m n rri . e ' i in T^ as i USA - on Saturday 28 July, 
all ar^nd! ™ M Asa ’ d ' Congratulations 


Congratulations to Narmine Al-Safadi and Aouni Al- 
Quntar who recently tied the knot. 


at Andalusia 

Monday—Spanish Paella night 
at the Coffee Shop 
Tuesday—Continental buffet, 

selection of hot and cold conti¬ 
nental dishes 

Wednesday—Indian night at the 
Coffee Shop 

Thursday—-Sea food night at 
Andalusia 

• FIRST ncw-getieraiion Boe¬ 
ing 737-400 for Morocco’s flag 
carrier. Royal Air Maroc, is be¬ 
ing assembled at Boeing's Ren¬ 
ton, Washington plant. Royal 
Air Maroc will be the fust air¬ 
line in Africa and the Middle 
East to operate the advanced-^ 
technology 737-400. The airline 
has ordered' 10 of the new- 
gencratlon 737s and holds op¬ 
iums on an additional 10. 



Ross and the other 13 students, 
however, will help other Ameri¬ 
cans to "see" these conditions. 
As pari of the programme, the 
students are required to speak 
public ally about their experience 
in Jordan in the hope of enlight¬ 
ening other Americans about the 
richness of Arab culture. 

"When a Jordanian friend 
found out I had to speak to other 
Americans, he said, Tell them, 
we don't ride camels and we 
don't live in tents,'" laughed Eil¬ 
ber. 

Spice said he will stress, con¬ 
trary to n teacher's warning, that 
Arabs really aren't that different 
from Americans. 

"1 don't think people arc really 
that different all over the world,' 
he emphasised. "Most people 
I’ve met want to gel jobs, get 
married and have families. Dif¬ 
ferent values may be stronger, 
but wc all seem to have the same 
ideas and worries.'' 

But the dance steps are still a 
little different... 


• Congratulations are due to 
Iman Dudin on the birth of her 
second daughter, Sama, and to 
Samar Dudin Karnjah who 
has just celebrated the birth oi 
her first daughter, Yasrolne. 


• Under the patronage of HRH Princess Alia hint ai 
H ussein, a paintings exhibition by the Dutch artist Henri 

K ca ° m * ****** ta™ kwU 


• The American Center 
presents the feature film ,D H E 
Red Badge of Courage . 
Thursday 26 July at 7:00 pm- 
Also on Sunday 29 July. 

• The Goethe Institute presents 

the film "Ein Deutsche Revo¬ 
lution", Tuesday 31 July a ‘ 
8:00 pm. 

Lectures 

• Ms Carol Palmer will Jegg 

on "Ethnoarchaeobotanica 

Fieldwork", Tuesday 31. W al 
7:00 pm, ACOR.^^^ ^^ 

f Leaving? j 
. Partying? ; 

J Celebrating? . 
■ Dropma ■ T- - ■ 
I Uae...today! ; . . I 
I People, p OBox 93l3!| 
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Programmes on Jordan Television from 28 July to 3 August 


SATURDAY 

DO - Joint Account, (Ep. 4): 
David finally manages to get a 

S and he wants to celebrate the 
aderful occasion., but his 
e, as usual, is not around to 
lin his party. 

JO • Encounter: Rami Khouri 
lecis with economist Mamdouh 
lilamch to discuss the issue of 
te possibilities of having a 
tod World energy crisis. 

JO •Classical music: 

MO ■ News in English. 

:L20 - Feature film, Jezebel: 
hiring Belle Davis and Henry 


SUNDAY 

130 • Hey Dad: Martin wants 
j spend die weekend at home 
•iiii his family, in style. So he 
$ some things and tries very 
^ to engage the kids in a col- 
<nivc game. 

110 • The Nuclear Age, Zero 

bur. 

100-Newsin English. 

MO • Hunter, Unacceptable 
ks: An industrial company 
-ups poisonous trash in the 
«ge system of the city., a kid 
s cynical gas inhalation, 
inter finds this but fails to 
t ac that the company is ro¬ 
uble for the murder. 

MONDAY 

10-Perfect Strangers, Night- 
« Vacation. 

10 • Murder She Wrote, 
J® w «th a View. 

M-NewsIn English. 

; '*J-The Endless Game (Ep. 
a professional killer hunts 
murders an ex-British agent 
had been released from 
: ^ 'mprisonmeni 10 years 

TUESDAY 

, j!‘£ 0, den Girls. 

Heart of the. High Coun- 

ii 5 ,N «wsln English. 

Paradise; the Ghost 

• Squad, Revenge 

11 ^"onse: A . number of ex- 
, rock the- city and 
i Wfi investiga- 

: the discovery 

• J yom . an « behind the mys- 

explosions. 

WEDNESDAY 

!' Y "“RangMU.or<i. 

’ “Mumentar,: Magazine 

. S'News In English. 

w T s “r er ' s Uas *’ ' n * 

THURSDAY 

il'.nJJjJpMWarl*. 

■-fc£jWniOwe* The kids’ 

f ’ and irnmedi- 

^ for taking the kids 

1 “| Bv 5y) ,lsa t ion with them, 
^soon discover that Kale 

W have adapted to living 



"The Endless Game,"Monday at 10:20 


1990 


in Australia and are doing fine 
after all. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 • Movie of the Week, 
The Haunting of Julia: Starring 
Mia Farrow. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 - Didi's Comedy Show, 
The Policeman: Didi, this time, 
is a traffic policeman and his 
traffic controlling has led to 
many car-accidents and total 
chflos 

9:10 - Midnight Caller, Wrong 
Side of the Wall: Blauncher is an 
old man who spent most of his 
life in prison, and wants to go 
back to jail because straight life 
is too complicated for him. Jack 
does his best to help him clean 
his record. 

10:00 - Anything More would 
be Greedy, (Ep. 5): Peter is rein¬ 
stated in the company and his 
boss Felix resigns and forms a 
big company to compete against 
Peter's company. 

FRENCH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 

5:45 - Le monde eat a vous: A 
variety programme and a game 
show presented by Jacques Mar¬ 
tin who hosts singer Patricia 

IChas 

7:00 - The News in French. 

7:15 - Connals-tu les ours: A 
documentary programme about 
bears. 

SUNDAY 

5:45 - Denver le dernier dino- 
saure: A cartoon series for chil¬ 
dren. ■■ 

6:15 - Le Namib, un desert 
original: A documentary, pro¬ 
grammeabout the desert of Na¬ 
mibia ’ * *• 

6:35 - Ca Cest du cinema: A 
documentary programme about 
the bases used in,shooting films 
with some sequences chosen 
from the jnbvles of Charlie Cha- 
pUn. .t 

7:00 • The News In French, , 
7:15 - Carnet de notes: A mu¬ 
sical programme. ... 


MONDAY 


6:05 - L'homme et la nature; A 
documentary programme about 
human beings and nature. 

7:00 - The News in French. 

7:15 - The Weekly Sport Mag¬ 
azine. 

TUESDAY 

5:45 - L'crruption de In mon- 
tagne Pelee: A documentary 
programme about volcanoes 
6:10 - Des chiffres et des let- 
ires: A game show programme. 
6:30 - Tel pere tel fils, The last 
episode. 

7:00 - The News in French. 

7:15 • Aujourd'hui en Jorda- 
nie: A local magazine presented 
and produced by Saleh Madi. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:05 - L'ami Maupassant: A 
drama series based on the novels 
of the French writer Guy de 
Maupassant, this week: hautot 
pere et fils. 

7:00 - The News in French. 

7:15 • French Varieties. 

THURSDAY 

5:45 - Molierissimo paps. 15): 
A cartoon series for children. 
06:10 - Des chiffres et des let- 
tres: A game show programme. 
6:30 - La chance aux chansons: 
A variety programme presented 
by Pascal Sevran. 

7:00 - The News In French. 
7:15 - Sirocco, le magazine de 
Invasion: A documentary pro¬ 
gramme entitled, "Maurice Kraft 
sur le Makian". 

FRIDAY 

05:30 - Le retour du Grand 
Blanc: A Flrench feature Film, 
"Return of Tall Blond," starring: 
Pierre Richard, Mireille D'Arc 
and Jean Rochefort. 

07:00 - The News in French. 
07:15 - La . revolution de 
rintelllgeance, "Les Chantiere 
Gothiques": A documentary pro¬ 
gramme. 



’Ghost Dad* 


Rating: ★ and a half 

"GOHST DAD" is a desperately unfunny film - a strained, con¬ 
trived construction that left me shaking my head in amazement. 

How docs Bill Cosby, so capable on television, get himself 
into movie disaster zones like this film and his previous one, 
"Leonard Pan 6"? How could Sidney Poiticr, a skilled film¬ 
maker with an actor's sense of timing, have been the director of 
this mess? How did a production executive go for it? Who 
EVER thought this was a good idea? 

The story begins with Cosby as a widower with three children 
— two smaller ones, and Diane, a teen-ager (Kimberly Russel) 
who helps look after ilicm, He's a busy executive who hopc-s to 
close a big deal on Thursday dial will mean a raise, life insu¬ 
rance, a pension plan, a new car and I forget what else. But be¬ 
fore Thursday comes, Cosby takes a fatal cah ride and becomes 
a ghost. 

Most movie ghosts arc defined and restrained by cerium 
ground rules. What kind of ghost is Coshy? Ihe type of ghost 
his children can see and hear sometimes, hut not at odier times, 
and who can sometimes pick up stuff although at other times 
his hand goes through things. Sometimes he is invisible in 
brigh[lights but visible in darkened rooms. 

In other words, a ghost created under such confusing rules 
that it can be anything at any time, which means that sometimes 
in the same scene or even (he same scries of shots Cosby ap¬ 
pears or disappears according to no logical pattern. 

But we're getting ahead of tire story. What about that cab 
ride? The driver is some kind of wigged-out freak who thinks 
Cosby is God or die devil. He drives ;u high speeds down city 
streets and country roads, sometimes getting from the city to Lhc 
country in one shot, ns if you could turn a downtown city corner 
and be instantly on a bridge in the wilderness. 

When the taxi is teetering on top of the bridge, not even the 
weight of Cosby's body hanging from un open door can pull it 
over the edge, but a few seconds later all it takes is a slight shift 
by the cabbie to send the taxi tumbling to a watery grave. 

Why do I describe- silty details like this? Because drey illus¬ 
trate how half-baked and lamebrained the screenplay is. The 
movie doesn't exhibit the slightest attempt to be consistent, logi¬ 
cal or sensible in anything. There arc scenes so pointless and 
unmotivated that attentive audiences will ask what they're doing 
in the movie. 

Consider the scene where Cosby's boss and the entire execu¬ 
tive committee turn up at his house demanding action on the big 
deal. Cosby (invisible) tells his young son to take them into the 
library and "stall them," and then he wraps himself in mufflers 
to make himself visible (like the hero of "The Invisible Man"), 
so he can go next door and have a meaningless conversation 
with his neighbour. 

Why go next door when his whole career hangs in the bal¬ 
ance? The movie doesn't even begin to explain. During his visit 
to the neighbour I paid close attention and still could not figure 
out what he was trying to say to her or why he was there. 

There are many other equally inane scenes, with the climatic 
confrontation in the hospital emergency room setting a record 
for idiocy. 

Both the father and Diane are ghosts, and although Diane has 
been established as a responsible person who is serious about 

I L,! • - I __2l.ll__. . _t__ J!_ ,1 


to my body if you’ll go back to yours." 

Bill Cosby is not one of the great actors of our time, but on 
TV he delivers a serviceable performance week after week, and 
can rise to a dramatic occasion. That's why his performance in 
this movie Is so surprising. : 

He overacts in the most painful and unconvincing way, allow¬ 
ing his face to mime every thought and emotion. He blubbers 
and whoops and pleads and complains at an intensity that's way 
over the top, so that the more restrained work by ihe other ac¬ 
tors seems like a form of criticism. 

Is he such a star that his performances ore considered above 
criticism? Was there nobody on the set — not even Folder — to 
help him find the right note?. 


Wanted 

F^U time or part time salies representative^; 
Salary plus commission. No experience : 
necessary. Write to: Sales, P 0 Box 9313; 

•' Amman. ::i 

' , 1 : T- j . I-, - 1 fff ,\ 
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Sports 

From The Press 
Box 

By Roger Simmons 

In 1986, the Berlin Wall 
still divided Germany, the 
Cold War had yet to thaw 
and it had been 10 years 
since American and Soviet 
athletes met in Olympic 
competition. 

Cable television tycoon 
Ted Turner, the man who 
mode "SupcrSration” and 
"CNN 1 * part of our vocabu¬ 
lary, was about to introduce 
us to another new phrase: 
"Goodwill Games." 

Turner wanted to bring 
together athletes from Easi 
and West—as well as North 
and South — in a spordng 
event to help foster under¬ 
standing and promote world 
peace. In addition to that 
lofty goal, Turner had an¬ 
other reason to create his 
off-year Olympics: to pro¬ 
vide programing for his 
cable TV networks. 

The first Goodwill 
Games were held in 
Moscow and produced a 
loss of $30 million for 
Turner. The second Good¬ 
will Gomes, now under way 
in Scntde, are expected to 
do better financially, but 
may still end up about $10 
million in the rod. 

While the Goodwill 
Games have yet to gain the 
prestige of the Olympics or 
even the Pan American 
Games, Turner’s invest¬ 
ment in thecompciiiionwill 
likely become a very re¬ 
warding one. 

Someday, maybe not by 
the 1994 Goodwill Games 
in Leningrad,Tumer’s c rea- 
tion will become a trad ition 
that captures the public’s 
attention. And that’s when 
the people who laughed at 
his idea in 1986 will look 
upon Turner with envy. 

While ABC, CBS and 
NBC spend millions upon 
billions of dollars jusi to 
win the rights to broadcast 
the Olympics and other 
major sporting events, 
Turner's networks will own 
a big-time sports property 
with a profit margin as high 
as a pole vaulter can jump. 


Sports Line 

By Dale Dunlap 

The $S million man of 
baseball lives in the embodi¬ 
ment of Jose Canseco. His 
rich $23 million contract, 
signed in June, has set the 
new standard in the mega¬ 
buck mania that has gripped 
baseball in the post-collu¬ 
sion era. 

There is not much doubt 
the Oakland Athletics' right 
fielder deserves to be the 
highest-paid player on the 
diamond. He has the ability 
to h it, hit for power, drive in 
runs, steal bases and has a 
rocket arm — all the tools 
that scouts like to see in a 
player. He’s the only player 
in history to steal 40 bases 
in the same year he parked 
40 bleacher shots. 

But there arc some dis¬ 
turbing elements in the 
Canseco persona. He's 
cocky, immature, given to 
say the wrong thing at the 
wrong time and he doesn't 
always show up for the 
events for which he’s sched¬ 
uled. 1 wonder what the 
reaction to the contract was 
from those baseball card 
collectors Canseco stiffed 
last year? How about the 
reaction of those California 
traffic authorities who 
pulled Canseco over in those 
celebrated speeding inci¬ 
dents or the one who found 
that gun in the car at Cal- 
Bcrkeley? Laws and speed 
limits are meant to be bro¬ 
ken, maybe it's akin to 
baseball records to Jose. 

If Canseco's ski I Is on the 
field aresuch that he's worth 
55 million, more power to 
him. But the signature on 
that contract comes with 
some responsibilities. 

So here sits Jose 
Canseco, on topof the base¬ 
ball world. The Reggie 
Jackson of his generation. 
He’s loved, hated, admired, 
reviled, cheered and booed. 
The duality gives him that 
aura of stardom. With ev¬ 
ery titanic home run blast, 
however, Canseco is forced 
to spit-potish-that star ever 
brighter. He hopes that star 
doesn't tarnish before that 
contract runs out. 



"In this department it’s a dumb cluck here, a dumb cluck there, 
here a cluck, there a cluck, everywhere dumb clucks I"/ 
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Rock Tracks 

By Joel Zarrow 


During Phil Collins' summer tour, he « asking each 
fan to contribute $ 1 to aid the homc- 
less."Do you know how many people 
we can feed if all of you just give one 
MIL''"Mlm dollar?’ ’ he’s saying. Hiseffoiis have 
not been in vain — he recently pre- 
WlSk Mm sented Queen Elizabeth a $800,000 
check to help England’s homeless 
WgH^Hand has raised about $10,000 per gig 

y fyl m Tan non sensation Tiffany wants 
to make it clear that the songs she sings as Judy Jetson 
in “The Jetsons” animated feature are "not the real Tif¬ 
fany.’’ Instead, the real Tiffany — who just settled a 
court battle to gain more autonomy from her mother — 
appears on her upcoming “New Inside ' ’ LP that’s slated 
for a S eptember release. "I’m more into rhythm and blues 
with this album,” she lets on. The 18-year-old ex-teeny- 
bopper, who doesn’t want to be known as the queen-of- 
teens, adds, "I don’t want to freak my fans out... but I’ve 
grown up.*’ She’s going to wait and see how her fans 
react to her new sound—and attitude—before she sets 
concert dates, but she expects to be on the road by 
January. 

Saxman Clarence Clemons, a.k.a the Big Man from 
Bruce Springsteen's now defunct E Street Band, got 
the wind knocked out of his plans when he found out his 
The Human Target ” television pilot for ABC wasn’t 
picked up for next season. "I’m going to wait and see 
what happens,” says the wannabe actor. He’s still hold¬ 
ing out hope the show will be picked up for a mid-season 
replacement. Clemons was (argetted to play a pilot in the 
series also starring rocker Rick Springfield. 

The Black Crowes almost had to cancel a recent gig 
in Amsterdam because lead singer Chris Robinson was 
in the slammer. Explains the band's representative, 
"Robinson was arrested , for disturbing the peace and 
incitingariot. He was incarcerated for nearly five hours.” 
The flap began when the band was checking out a town 
square where local musicians hang oul When they were 
recognized by fans, some of the local musicians offered 
the use of their instruments for an impromptu jam. A 
crowd of400 gathered to listen — followed by a crowd 
of policemen. The Crowes kept on playing in spite of 
police requests to stop. Thai’s when Robinson was shipped 
to jail. His manager negotiated his release and the gig 
went on — an hour and a half late. The Crowes finally 
made it back to the states where they’re set to kick off a 
summer tour opening for Aerosmith. 


WORD WISE 


Q. 1 have heard that 
the guillotine was named 
after its inventor, whose 
last name was Guillotine. 
If that’s true, why isn’t the 
word capitalized? 

A. First, not all words 
named after their inven¬ 
tors are capitalized. For - 
example, we don’t capital¬ 
ize sandwich, which was 
named after the Earl of 
Sandwich. Furthermore, 
Joseph Ignace Guillotine 
did not invent the famous 
beheading device. He was 
actually quite a humani¬ 
tarian and delivered an ad¬ 
dress to the French 


Constituent Assembly in 
1789, trying to convince 
them of the need for a less 
painful, more humane 
way of executing criminals 
and other political ene¬ 
mies. In reality, a doctor, 
named Antoine Louis, in¬ 
vented the device, which 
was originally called the 
louison. Much to the dis¬ 
may of Guillotine, and his 
family, the device has al¬ 
ways been attributed to 
Guillotine. 

Send questions or comments 
for Word Wise to PjO. Box 
4367, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4367. 
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Video Rentals 


1- Back to the frfl 
Part H, Michael J.)M 
Christopher Lloyd, 

Universal Home'S 
(PG-1989) w iFotowing 

2. Look Who's Tift.’ ,Df00p 9 Baby 
fog, John Travolta,ghyu ijClamorous 
Alley, * RCA/Colnmbla aMariposa lily 
HomeVideo(PG-13.i§$]; ^Japanese 

3. The LittleM?na^ wrasUing 
Animated, Walt Daon sHowtomakea 
Home Video (0-1989) ■ bet catch a rod 

4. National Lamwa j 
Christmas Vacitloi < 1,ffe1 ^ Colloq 
Chevy Chase, WuitJ: Howard shelter. 

Home Video (TO-lS-iifti asea 

5. Black Rain, AW ^republic 

Douglas, Andy Ca/di.i , ^® R ^ 0r ' s 
ParamountHomeVifo^ ! ^ klCk 
1989) • 

6. The FabulousBihi 


Crossword Puzzle 


Record 22Savers* 
Hindol cross 


part,ld 9 0 00 Eras 61 Solo 

'Ornamentations ' m Boise's county 
cn costumes ' 

. • 63 Garden plot 

(Spouse 3? Mounted M | ce _ cream holders 


Boys, Jeff Bridges, tm sBart or Brenda 
Bridges, 1VE (R-19$) 

7. Harlem Nljktt, 

Eddie Murphy, Rkknl 
Pryor, Paramounl Ho* 

Video (R-1989) ' 

8. Sea of Love, Alfa-; i^uss «> muui 
ino, Ellen Bar kin, MCA/ 
UMAneVId** lfaola80rt 

if some 

9. Dead Poets Society, itM-e g- 
Robin Williams, Tooth- «serf 
stone Horae Video (PG- '^esthe ■ 

1989 > ' L 

10. The Abyss,Ed/&■ Cantilever 
ris, Mary Masirantoaio, to 
CBS-Fox Video (PG-I3- '^make 

1989) SF" 9 ’ 

{fences 
•Heave out 
■Otdog 
lOmis 

t'.'icbeth, lor - 


ACROSS 

38 More 

cantankerous 

40 Fries, in a way 

41 But. to Britannicus 

42 Finished 

44 Fallen into 
disuse- Abbr. 

45 Part ol St 
Patrick's 
Cathedral 

47 Soft mineral 
49 A Neptune 
neighbor 
51 Take on 


52 

>* (positioned) 

56 Potato or carrot 
’ 57 How to make a 
tortoise capsize 
59 Cathar's "One of 


uni 


■■■■■■I luESu 
lIKim «■■■■■ 


1 HIH !■■■ gin 

i!!I IBBuaSSSS 


bia 

J.UCan’tTflDchTiBi 

M.C. Hammer, Cap™' 

3. I’ll Be Your SW 

Taylor Dayne, Arista 

4. DoYow ReJD ® Mn ' 
Phil Collins, Mg* 

5. It MustHa«K« 
Love, Roxette, 

6. Vogue, Mw 0, 

WamerBros. . 

7. Hold On, 
Phillips, SBK 

8. Poison, BeliW* 

Voe, MCA . 

9. A|MWanni DflB ; 
MakeLqv6toYou,M 
Capitol; - . • r 

10 . Ready or Not, 

7 , Virgin . 


DOWN 

21 How to make a 
• cricket series a 

dessert 

22 Unrefined 

23 How to make 
more or less a 
traffic circle 

24 Comedian 
... Johnson 

4s River on 
Paraguay's 
border' 

25 Ancient Iranian 

29 Employs 

30 Certain U.S.N. 
men 

31 Loser of a fabled 
race 

32 Net 


34 Chow 

36 Clncy player 

39 Abed 

43 Repairs socks 

46 Members of an 
A.B.A. 

48 Confederate 
immorial 

49 Outrigger of 
Malay 

50 Stentorian 

51 Immense 

52 W.W. II battle 
site 

53 Mashie or niblick 

54 Melody 

55 Western Indians 

57 Bill 

66 Varnish 
ingredient 


Solution 


BEEBEEBB E0 
BEEBE EBBE BEE 
DBBDDBBnHflD DEEB 

IrannE bbdb edhsih 

SEED BOBO 
BEE EBEEB EBB 
IBBDEEB BBnSBEQE 
EBDEO0E BBBBBEB 
□BEBBEBB BBEEB0 
lEEDE BQEDB HIED 
□DEE BBBE9 
EBBEfl BEDE BBDE 
DDES E EE DEB El 00 O 
EEEE EBBS DEDEB 
BEO EBB E1BBHE 
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ARIES (21 March -19 April); Family members arc unusually coopera¬ 
tive tills week. Enjoy the peace and quiet. Devote more Lime to a pel pro¬ 
ject; it could be the basis for a second income. Romance is a source of 
delight. Give serious consideration to a child's suggestion. Pulling 
strings helps advance a pel project. Try diplomacy with a difficult subor¬ 
dinate. Get family finances on a better fooling. 

TAURUS (20. April - 20 May); New social contacts bring exciting busi¬ 
ness opportunities. A change of lifestyle will boost your self-confidence. 
Your ideas are challenged; do not give in. Rethink your priorities. Self- 
discipline is essential for success. Sit light and ignore a relative's pie-in- 
the-sky proposals. New places and people will enhance your social life 
but deplete your finances. Romance beckons. 

GEMINI (21 May 20-Juno): The moil contains important news. Do 
every tiling possible to resolve your differences with a stubborn co- 
worker. This person holds the key in completing a difficult project. 
Some mind-boggling information comes your way. Seek experts advice 
on dealing with mounting debts. Face issues head-on. Be patient with an 
older person who has health problems. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Public relations will play a huge role in ■ 
your success. Other people suggest bright ideas. Steer clear of get-Tich- : 
quick schemes. You are particularly vulnerable in romance. Shore up 
your defenses! Your mind may flit from subject to subject. Buckle down 
to work. Fight against unfounded fears and negative thinking. A lively 
friend will add a touch of glamour and excitement to your evening. 

LEO (23 July • 22 Aug.): Other people's actions will influence the busi¬ 
ness and financial decisions you make now. To raise extra cash sell 
those things you no longer use. A small child gives you a reason to cele¬ 
brate. Garbled messages or botched travel arrangements could cause de¬ 
lays. Although a brief meeting will improve a turbulent relationship, you 
must be patient. A third party utters some excellent advice. 

VIRGO (23 Aug. 22-Scpt.): Your instincts arc right on targe l Someone 
begins to pay more attention to your ideas. Show a greater willingness to 
live up to your family responsibilities or business obligations. Romance 
is challenging! A meeting with important community leaders benefits 
you financially. Keep the lid on persona] spending. Other people respect 
you more when you defend your rights. Set some ground rules for a rela¬ 
tionship. 

LIBRA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.): Devote more thought to your future. Seek 
experts' advice if negotiating new business agreements. Loved one's 
view may conflict with your own; compromise is necessary. Differen¬ 
tiate between what you really need and what you would like to have. A 
temporary career setback could give romance a nice boost. Avoid fads 
and gimmicks when shopping for clothes. 

SCORPIO (23 OcL - 21 Nov.): Do not be afraid to make your own deci¬ 
sions. Your intuition will serve you well. Good health and a pleasing ap¬ 
pearance are important assets when job-hunting. Profit from your past 
mistakes. You face several obstacles this week but will be able to mount 
a successful campaign. Contact influential people who enjoy pulling 
strings or working behind the scenes. Be honest about your objectives. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.) Slay on good terms with your 
neighbours. You will toon gain new freedom to pursue your dreams. 
Meanwhile, do not neglect your duties. Romance takes a back seat to 
catching up on your rest. An enthusiastic attitude lets you conquer new 
worlds. Curb a tendency to be overly possessive of your mate or off¬ 
spring. Your best relationship may be with an older member of the oppo¬ 
site sex. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec.. 19 Jan.); An old friend offers sound advice. 
Avoid scattering your forces; save your energy for Worthwhile projects. 
Those who wear their hearts on their sleeves risk making fools of them¬ 
selves. A good day for dealing with Inventories, tax arid insurance mat- . 
tors. Bargains can be found Where least expected. Erratic behaviour . 

, could cause a loss of status. Adopt a more conservative manner. 

AQUARIUS (20 Jan -18 Feb.): Over analyzing a problem will only» 
confuse the Issue.Face the truth. Ybu must team to take constructive criti¬ 
cism-In stride. Collaborative efforts can be very rewarding financially. 
You could complicate romance by thinking too far ahead. Lei a relation-' 
ship build slowly. Limit spending white your finances ere in a ttate of 
flux. Affection helps heal an emotional wound, Be gentle. 

P1SCRS (19 Feb. - 20 March): Take a subtle approach Jo a tricky dflern- 
ma. Your imagination copld be working overtime. Slide to facte and fig¬ 
ures! Seek experts 1 advice If negotiating new contracts. Romance.will 
min you. A complete reversal of recent trends! puts you on top. If you, 
' hesitate loo long, s unique opportunity could disappear. You get s lucky 
Break. A debt could be partly forgiven, / 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN 1 am creative, open-minded arid.ohjaVaht,' 
They lilce being part of m group,’ AsyoUngsUrrs, thb childten ydUjWpflir 
raiw money-Or coltecl clothing fbf ctyrity. Jha ^imt to.plajLim ibtivp 
role in humanitarian arid civic projects, Respect (Jifcfr htghjdpvs fad On-* 
courage ijiern to' devrfop 0ieir prtrtieel skills. Jdsny tent Oils jWgfc wi^ 
;Wtiieir <7e4ivity tp.bepdme sribis Of inventors. Tlwo youngsters: WVft ; 
.«Of looljhig at Ah’” ''' ■ H r u.:r\ --i 








































641271/2 

Arab Republic of Yemen 6423811 

Australian. 

637246/7 

Austrian Embassy. 

....674750 


... 664148 


... 675683 


... 666124 


. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 

... 642653 

Czechoslovakian . 

... 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen . 

... 622324 

Finnish Consulate. 

....623443 


641273/4 


....689351 


.819351/2 


....672331 


....674916 


....637262 


... 639331 


.... 618185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 


..672486/7 


.665107 


675115/8 

I Libyan ..666118 


l^ibancsc . 64I3H1 

Moroccan .64 MSI 

Netherlands.637467/6231 ft 

Indonesian.S 2 K C > I ] 

North Korean .666340 

Norwegian Consul ate .637164 

Pakistani.622787 

People's Hep. or China.666130 

PJiitlipiiics... 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatar.M4331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arubian. 814154 

South Korcrui.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251 fl 

Swedish .660177/0 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .Ml251 

United Arab Emirates. 644364 

United Kingdom.X23100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Delegation or the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA.660104/8 

Far East Com. off. (Taiwan). 

.671530 

UNICEF. 62057! 

Con. of Sri Lanka. 645312 



Arab Air Cargo.674191^5 

Aeroflot.641510 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

All italic.625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Atrlincs..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlincs.662141/678321 

Gulf Air. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines. 639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines .. 630879 

KX.M .622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Phillipplne Airlines.670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qantai.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 678321 

Sabana Belgian Airlines. 675888 

Saudia. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines... 662111 

Swiss Air (Q.S.A.).642943 

Swiss Air. 629831 

Syrian Air. 622147 

TARCOM* Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 604649 

Trans World Airline. 623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Ycmcenia Airways......... 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 


Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Cultural centres 

Koynl Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library 641520 

British Council...636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute...... 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

lloyo Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.,.. 834555 


• Z&V fa 


Cinemas 


mm 

HI 


. 668958 


.606669 

Kuda . 

.665161/665153 

Al-Lahadi . 

.813554 

National.... 

.639197/8 


. 816792 

Petra. 


Rabbit Ammon... 



. 639861 

Al-Saincr. 


Sutoliie. 

.625767/621471 

Star... 

.604904 


. 671931 


. 673312 


. 674105 

Abu Degge. 

.644642/644906 

1 Amin Jnrrar (Avis). 6704981 


. 666327 

Arabian. 

.641350 


.08/51000 


.604230 


. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europe ar. 

.601350/80 

General Services 

.674i 00 

Gulf. 

. 660907 

1_1 


infos 



Algeria. 

Argentina. 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 

Belgium. 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil.. 

Riode Janeiro 21 
Rraziila 61 

Bulgaria... 

Sofia 2 

Canada. 

Ottawa 613 

Chile. 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus... 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.. 

Prague 2 

Denmark .... 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador. 

Quito 2 

Egypt. 

Cairo 2 

Eire. 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland. 

Helsinki 0 

Franco... 


Concord. £77420 

Opera. £75573 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 



Amman 

Crown....798181 

Philadelphia.663100 

Marriott. 660100 

Regency.660000 

Jerusalem .665094 

Intercontinental. 641361 

Ambassador. 665186 

Commodors .665181 

Middle East. 667150 

Grand Palace.661121 

TVche .661114 

International. 841712 


Alia Gateway.. 

Amra . 

..(08) 51000 

. 815071 

.674111 

Aqaba 

.312426 


.314340 


. 314131 

Coral Beach. 

.313521 


.316250 

Aquamarina 11. 

Aqaba . 

.315165 

.314091 


; .m-m 


Emergencies 

Amman govemoraie.91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.......193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank.775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621 111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints... 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Uialedi Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdalL 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Ilalian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marks.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital... 674155 

General 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan...774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middlo East calls... 10 
Repair service..623101 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 



Paris 1 

Germany W(FRG).49 

Bonn 288 

Greece... 30 

Alhens/Pirseus 1 

India. 91 

Banglorc8l2 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be* 
ginning with 1 ,2^,4^, 6 , 7 , & 8 . 

Indonesia.. 

Jakarta 21 

I “ l i...39 

Rome 6 

Iraq... 

Baghdad 1 

J “pan.. 

Tokyo 3 

.254 

Nairobi 2 

.965 

Korea.. 09 

Seoul 2 . 

. 218 

*tKrr.-. 961 

Malaysia..,.gg 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico. ™ 

Mexico City 5 ■. 

Morocco. 9,9 

Fez 6 ... 

Rabat 7 

Neatherl anils . «« 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen...967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodcidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria. 234 

Lagos 1 

Norway. 47 

Oslo 2 . 

Oman..968 

Pakistan... . . 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.... 595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru. 51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.*...63 

Madia 2 

Poland. 48 

Warsaw 22 

g Mar -;.974 

Romania.. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

ALkhobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 : 

Spain... 34 

' Barcelona 3 '• 

Madrid! 




Folklore Museunj: j cwchY 
costumes oveT 100 yean t]iZ 
mosaics from Madaba amU®* 
(4lh to 18th centuries). The Roffa 
Theatre, Amman. Opemngho«j 

«W p ' m ' ye " ,ou,,lw 

Jordan Archaeological Mua^. 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. 11 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). (W 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). CloiedTui! 
days. 

Jordan National Gallery: Ox- 
tains a collection of painlDip.it. 
ramies, and sculptures by cartu. 
porary Islamic artists from mad 
the Muslim countries, andacolkc- 
tion of paintings by 19ih cruuy 
Orientalist artists. MunlauhlN 
Wclbdch. Hours lOa.m.-l:30oa 
ClosedT uesdays. Tel. 630121. 


St. Joseph Church: (RomuiCii 
ol ic) Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 

Church of the AnnunchUu: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal WelbJih, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church: (RonunCiih- 
olic) Jabal HussciaTeL 661757. 

Terrasanta Church: (Rooun 
Catholic), Jabal Wclbdch. mui in 
Italian every Saturday 11 530pm 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the AnwAto 
(Greek Orthodox) AtxM, W 
623541. 

Church of the Redremm Iibil 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox CUt* 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlam Chur*: g 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Tel 71101- 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) 
Southern Baptist SchixX 
Shmeisani. Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Step** 

(Evangelical Lutheran) Uro » 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Marbelia 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka."" 

Colombo 1 # 

Sudan. 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 

Stockholm 8 jjJ 

Syria... 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan...... .. 

Taipei 2 


Thail and.... . 

Bangkok 2 .211 

Tunisia.... 

Tunis 1 

Turkey.. 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 . 

UAE.— r 0 

Abu Dhabi2, 

Ajman 6 ’ 

Al Ain 3 r ' 

Dubai 4 

Fujairah 70 .■ 

RMafnidn* 77 

UK. 

London l 1 . ,, 
Urugday...,.—-'. 

Montevideo* 

Washington?® 

VSSR.J:~jr *?-~’: M “ ■ i 

MOSCOW095 ... 
'Caracas'... 

•• ; ‘*r\ .?• '.*v* •>''. 


MOTHER ONE OF 
' THESE DM5 . 



The Far 


By GARY LARSON 






































































































































































































































































